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ADVER 1156 MENT. 


HERE 1s not any objett ſo dear to 

me as fair literary fame. Let the pub- 
lick, therefore, of whoſe favour I am fo 
ambitious, forgive me, if I, induſtriouſly, 
and minutely endeavour to remove every 
prejudice which might prevent them from 
honouring me with their diſpaſſionate, and 
candid attention. It may be objetted to 
my following letters, that the biſhop's part 
of our correſpondence did not call tor 
ſuch exertion, and energy of retaliation. 
I muſt honeſtly own that theſe letters partly 
iiowed from my very juſt, and warrantable 
ſentiments on the long, implacable, but cow- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ardly hoſtilities, with which I know that I 
have been perſecuted by churchmen. To 
ſpare unforgiving tempers, is to proſtitute 
benevolence. As certainly as the moſt 
elaſtick bow may break, by being over- 


bent, the moſt generous, and unaſſuming 


mind, by ſupercilious, and unrelaxing neg- 
lect, by repeated, and inflexible inſolence, 
and injuſtice, may ſpurn the undiſtinguiſh- 
ing formalities of life; may unexpetted- 
ly bring the preſumptuous offenders to 
the reſpectable, the awſul tribunal of the 
publick ;—may obtain the honourable ver- 
dict of the heart, by the honeſt exertion 
of the head; and may, thus, contraſt the 
clearneſs of it's own atmoſphere, with the 


* fog that envelops the brain of it's op- 
preſſours. 


* The ſage, and venerable PlurAR ch, my friend, 
and daily companion, one of the great inſtructors, and con- 
ſolers of my life, informs me, that it was the opinion of 
ARISTOTLE, that the odour of fragrant flowers greatly 
refreſhed, and warmed the brain, which, according to that 
philoſopher, is cold, and froſty, by nature ;—Yuxgov ora, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


preſſours. Let, then, the immediate unge- 
nerous treatment, in the opinion of every 
equitable judge, compleat the aggregated 
provocation. It will evidently appear to 
every judge, of that character, that the 
biſhop of Dux Hau has treated me, in a 
very abrupt, and ungentlemanly manner; 
when 1t was in his power to atone to me, 
by an act of chriſtian kindneſs, for all that 
I have ſuffered from malice, and misfortune. 
And my love of literature, my aſſiduous 
application to it's beſt objects, in the worſt 
circumſtances, will be deemed a ſtrong 
plea, or rather, an unequivocal claim, to his 
diſtinction, and beneficence, by all who are 
endowed with taſte, and humanity ; however 
weak, or impertinent, ſuch a claim is pro- 


Quote, x21 TayeTwin TOY £yuepancs, — PLUTARCH, on TIs1s, 
and OSIRIS. — The philoſophy of this account of the 
human brain is worſe than diſputable; it is, however, in 
all ages, extremely applicable, in metaphorical, or poetical 
language, to many perſons who fancy themſelves yer 


important, and very wiſe. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


nounced, by thoſe who ſee no merit without 
external power; and by the parliamentary 
retailers of preſerment. 


It I can write with any force againſt 


eccleſiaſtical prejudice, and malignity, I 
congratulate with myſelf, on having di- 


rected that force againſt a powerful an- 
tagoniſt. The merit of a juſt, and exem- 
plary enterprize, 1s enhanced by it's dan- 


ger. The old Romans delighted in em- 
pire as much as modern prelates ;---but our 


ſpiritual rulers meanly 1nvert the ſtrain of 
dominion which was exerciled by the great 


| maſters of the world. Their © parcere 


s ſubjectis, et debellare ſuperbos,”---18 the 


proper motto of an intrepid, and generous 


ambition. I wiſh that I could throw that 
motto into my practice, that the fortune of 


biſhops might be reduced, and the fate of 


curates alleviated. If one of the poor in- 
{eriour clergy of the principality of WaLrs 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


had ſtruck me on one cheek, if I had not 
turned to him the other, perhaps I might 
have tolerated the affront.---I have been 
told that ſome of theſe gentlemen are ob- 
liged to play upon cat-gut, to ſave them- 
ſelves, and their families from ſtarving. 
Their ſuperiours in the church, without one 
excuſeable motive, often endeavour to play 
on the feelings of ingenuous minds: muſt 
not virtue be pleaſed, if, in any inſtance, 
they miſtake their object; if their ſport 
proves their own pain; while it produces 
* concord, and ſweet ſounds,” to thoſe finer 
fouls, who are in uniſon with intellectual 
harmony, and who vibrate to it's numbers? 


By one of my generous criticks, I am 
called a ſplenetick man. I have always com- 


miſerated, and deſpiſed the character. I know 
my faults; and am ready to acknowledge 
them. I feel a warm gratitude for the 
ſmalleſt civilities; and I am ſenfible to 


injuries, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


injuries, and oppreſſion, But a ſplenetick 
perſon is gratified by no favours; and a 


breaſt that harbours not a particle of ſpleen, 


may properly reſent, and repell great 
wrongs.---Unjuſt, and obnoxious epithets 
are commonly applied to the conduct of the 
unfortunate, when it has a right to candour; 
nay, to praiſe, They who ſicken at the 
ſight of merit ; who, while they are con- 
ſcious that it deſerves their encomium, in- 
flexibly depreſs it, with deliberate, and art- 
ful ſilence, cold approbation, or virulent 


abuſe, to avenge themſelves, and their 


aſſociates, of it's luſtre; theſe are the men 
who are, at once, the aſſaſſins of reputation, 
and the victims of ſpleen. 


To aſpire after renown by thoſe attain- 
ments which moſt eminently adorn, and en- 
noble human nature ;---1a our efforts, in our 
conflicts, for glory, never fatally to. yield 
to temporary interruptions ; but always to 
| riſe 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


riſe ſuperiour to adverſity, to malignity, 
to ourlelyes ;---with freſh ardour to renew 
learning, after every chaſm of indolence, 
and virtue, after every relapſe to vice; 
in preſerving a ſpirit of independence, in 
communicating important truth, totally to 
diſregard the immenſe wealth of others, and 
the horrours of our own poverty; to ac- 
cept liberal praiſe, with unfeigned thank- 
fulneſs, and humility ;---explicitly to aſſert 
thoſe endowments which internal, and ora- 
cular conviction aſſures us that we poſſeſs, in 
the face of ſtupid prejudice, and unrelent- 
ing malevolence ;---theſe are not the cha- 
racteriſticks of a gloomy, and ſplenetick, 
but of an open, and manly mind; and if I 
had not acted in this manner, myſelf, I 
ſhould pronounce it MAGNANIMITx. 


It was the opinion of a clerical ſage, that 
the world would call me wrong-headed. I 
ſhall not be tedious with my remarks on him. 

Fools 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Fools are very apt to deſpiſe, or to affect to 
deſpiſe, what they cannot comprehend. The 
family of the Durt-He aps always claſs 
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independent, ſpirited, original talents, with 
the family of the Wronc-Heaps. 
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N civilized life, man is, in the aggregate, 
an imitative, and therefore, a ſervile 
being. And when he ought to think moſt 
ſeriouſly, moſt ſeverely, for himſelf, he ex- 
erciſes that ſtrain of thinking, the leaſt. In- 
ſtead of being regulated, in his ſentiments, 
and conduct, by independent reaſon, and 
Judgement ; he adopts all the faſhionable 
freaks, and trifles of his countrymen; when 
they have ceaſed even to be the ſhadows, as 
they have loſt all reſemblance, of their an- 
ceſtors. 


In every period of the hiſtory of any ce- 
lebrated community, the example, of our 
ſuperiours in ſtation, has great influence; 


and it's influence is well known. What force 


has that example, to our honour, or to 
our ſhame! what aſtoniſhing effects doth it 
B produce, 


( vi) 


produce, in the flouriſhing times of a Re- 
publick®; or even juſt before that Repub- 
lick expires, in a lifeleſs, and deſpicable effe- £ 
minacy ! When Lz11vus, and Sc1e10 lived, F 
ſtudied, and fought, TERENCE renewed, and . 
adorned MENAN DER: and in the more de- 
generate days of Roux; before ſhe ſunk 

; to abſolute profligacy, and ſervility; before 

" ſhe finally ſubmitted to the genius, and the 

valour of Cs AR, private, and publick vir- | 
tue acted with all their purity, and vigour, R 
in the breaſt of CaTo. It was not cold | 
and mechanical imitation, which, here, de- 
nominated the conduct of great men; the 
ſublimity of it's objects, the ardour of it's 
perſuits, diſtinguiſhed 1t into emulation. 

Caro kept a ſteady eye on the memory of 

i ZENO, and on his living ſucceſſours; and he 

became what he was ;-«-and in corrupted 

Rome, there were ſome generous young 

i men who were emulous of CaTo. 


[1 . LEST 

i Roux had been, for ſome time, enſlaved, 

i before ſhackles were thrown on reaſon, and 

| imagination. The ſpecious tyranny of 
* By Republick, I here mean any ſtate ; not the parti- 


I; cular mode by which it is governed, 
| 1 AUGUSTUS; 


1 
AvucusTvus; and the unaffected love of li- 
terature, which adorned /zs mind, and the 
minds of his moſt eminent courtiers, pro- 
tracted the liſe, the exertions, and the ho- 


nours, of Roman genius. The lyre of 
HoRracs was deſtined to be harmonious, 


to the lateſt ages; and VIRGII. little knew 


that the {ound of his martial trumpet was 
to lire his 
« —penitus toto diviſos orbe Britannos.” 

Such were the atchievements of theſe im- 
mortal poets ; and ſuch has been their glo- 
ry ;---for a PoLL1o, a VARUSs, a MACE- 
NAS, and a CæsAR, were their criticks, and 


their friends. 


But in frivolous, and effeminate manners, 
zwe are beneath the Auguſtan age; and (if 
we keep a view of the analogies between 
the conſtitution of old Roux, and that of 
ENGLAND) we are beneath it in political 
decay. Learning, and the fine arts, muſt 
inevitably, and radically ſuffer, by this na- 
tional depravity, The effects of the predo- 


minant character of the times, are not coun- 


teracted by thoſe, who, from their elevated 
rank 
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rank in ſociety, determine the taſte of the 
publick. Patronage, with 26, is either pro- 
ſtituted, or witheld. The VAN BURGEs in 
painting; or thoſe who miſtake a glare of 
colouring for the animation, and expreſſion 
of a moſt beautiful art, for an emulation of 
a RuBENS, ora TITIAN, are ſtupidly com- 
pared with thoſe great men; and with a 
RarHAEL, a CoR REGIO, and a Guido. 
If it is to the diſhonour of our rulers, that 
poetry, the firſt of the fine arts, ſhares none 
of their protection, it is, however, a ſelf- 
evident truth; and therefore it needs no 
diſcuſſion.— Hence this divine object, has, 
for ſeveral years, been at the mercy of 
faſhion, by which it has been treated, as 
might have been expected, from ſuch a pro- 
tectreſs; ſhe has endured, ſhe has applauded, 
the moſt palpable nonſenſe, in a kind of 
rhyme ; ſhe has been inſenſible to the little 
remains of true poetical genius in England; 
or ſhe has confounded them with the BAvII, 
and the MvII of the day. 


* I allude to the heavy architecture of Sir John 
V ANBURGH, 


There 


( x ) 

Nothing more palpably ſhows that we 
are miſerably loſt to a ſenſe of true delicacy, 
and refinement, than the ſucceſs of our new, 
and wretched dramatick productions, which 
are not only ſuffered, on the ſtage; but dur- 
ing the lunacy of a moon, excite the cla- 
mour of admiration. We are ſo ſupine, or 
ſo ſtupid, that we cannot penetrate through 
ſing- ſong, and good acting, to be diſguſted 
with as dull, and vulgar nonſenſe as ever 
aroſe in the human mind. In times, which 
are totally frivolous, and degenerate, faſhion, 
and her prejudices, like agents of apparently 
greater energy, like the arms of Cæſar, 
throw down, and confound, all diſtinctions of 
every kind of excellence. By the ignorance, 


and impertinence of ſome theatrical criticks, 


KeMBLE has, in our days, been preferred 
to GARRICK, Our furious political cham- 
pions, I mean, our political incendiaries, 
fortunately for government, and good order, 
are deeply inſected with the barbariſms of 
this zra of falſe, and ſpurious politeneſs. 
For while human nature retains it's perma- 
nent conſtitution, the graces will have all 


the influence which was given to them by 


B 3 a STANHOPE. 


EE 


a STANHOPE.—They will © make the worſe 
* appear the better cauſe.” What claſſical 
ſoul would not ſpurn the moſt wholeſome 4 
doctrine, if it was delivered in the jargon 
of a PRIESTILEV, or a Paint? Theſe men 
are dehberately, and ſtudiouſly, at war with 
all elegance: They imagine that, to be vul- 
gar, is to be ſtrong; that to be ſavage, is to 
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pett, that ſuch excellent divines, ſuch dign1- 
taries, ſuch luminaries, as a T1LLoTSON, and 
i | a CLARKE, will ariſe, to defend, and honour 
our church, when, in princely favour, a 
0 Warp, and a MENDOZA, are two of our 
firſt worthies, two of our moſt conſpicuous 


* 1 


10 be free. 

|. There was a time when abilities, yet more 
k reſpectable, yet more venerable, than thoſe 
5 of the bards, for they directly promoted the 
= temporal, and eternal welfare of mankind, 
i were patronized, and ſtimulated, by an 
| | Engliſh court ; but how are we, now, to ex- 
| 

þ 


5 heroes ? 
| The miniſter of this country is a man of ' 
| aſtoniſhing talents; and it is impoſlible thathe N 


| ſhould be deſtitute of a claſſical, and elegant 
"it | | talte; 
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taſte ; yet to intellectual merit, for it's own 
ſake, as much benevolent attention 1s payed 
by Mr. DuxpDas, or by my Lord Hawkes- 
BURY, as by himſelf, A fingle criterion 
may aſcertain the diſpoſition, and the ha- 
bits of an individual, or of a nation. When 
they who poſſeſs great genius as well as 
power, {how no regard to genius in others, 
but as far as it tends to enſure the objects 
of their own intereſt, and ambition, all the 
characteriſticks of their country may be 
eaſily, and portentouſly inferred, 


For publiſhing the letters which follow 
this Introduction, little or no apology would 
be requilite ; if men were not ſtrongly pre- 
judiced in favour of the rich, and powerful; 
and againſ thole, to whom wealth, and 
power have always refuſed their ſupport, 
and their authority. To correſpond with a 
Biſhop, as J have correiponded with one, is 
very uncommon ; but it is not, therefore, 
wrong; nay it would not be difficult to 
prove that it is of ſervice to the community. 
Perſons in high ſtation, while they behave 
themſelyes even but decently, are entitled to 

B 4 relpett ; 
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reſpett; but the reſpect which we pay 
them 1s often accompamed with a mean- 
neſs and timidity, eſpecially in the de- 
portment of the clergy to their ſuperiors. 
There is, commonly, on one ſide, an awk- 
ward, and over-bearing pride; and on the 
other, not a colletted, and manly, but a tre- 
mulous, and abject, humility. How leverely, 
then, muſt my free, and independent ſenti- 
ments be condemned by the creatures of 
imitation; by thoſe, who without the pain 
of a moment's thinking, always approve 
what is always practiſed; and organically 
echo the diſapprobation of that which 1s 
always condemned, But this literary enter- 
prize will be eſteemed by thoſe, whoſe 
favourable verdict will be of infinitely more 
importance to me, than the frowns, and the 
clamourof the whole imitative herd.“ O Imi- 
* tatores, ſervum pecus!”—The idea of thoſe 
cattle preſented to my mind ſome obſerva- 
tions which I have now made, and which 
are not immediately connected with my 
preſent ſubject, 
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1 
As I am ſenſible that I have a peculiarity | 

of mind, which I ſhall always wiſh to check, 

when 1t tends to that which 1s wrong; which 

I ſhall always wiſh to indulge, when it dic- 

tates to me a ſingular, and noble morality, 

I am, conſequently, ſenſible that ſome parts of 

my correſpondence, with my honourable, 

and right reverend prelate, will even ludi— 

crouſly entertain my beſt friends; thoſe 

who are candid, and generous, in their op1- 

nion of my heart; and whole benign rays 

of approbation throw a luſtre around my 

head; to which it unfeignedly ſtoops, as un- 
deſerving of the honour. In defence of the 
paſſages to which I allude, I can, with truth, 

allure the publick, that they are ſincere; 

and let their comick influence receive dig- 

nity from this defence, in the eſtimation of 

every liberal critick. 
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To theſe letters I have annexed ſome 

verſes of eulogy on the biſhop; they are 
extracted from a poem which I lately pub- 
, liſhed at DuRHam. For the ſatisfaction of 
| the reader, I was determined to preſent to 


him, the whole connexion of my mind with 
his 


6 
his lordſhip; the praiſe which I gave him 
was reſpectable, becauſe it was ſincere. It 
flowed from the opinion which I had formed 
of him. —If, in conſequence of our cor- 
Wh: reſpondence, it has changed it's operation, 
and has become ſatirical ;—I do not think 


that the ſatire will juſtly fall on the author, 
but on the ſubject, 


„eee 
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222 
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I beg leave to requeſt the reader's atten- 
tion to another extract, from the ſame poem. 
The poem is entitled, Poetical Thoughts, 
© and Views, on the Banks of the WI AR.“ | 
I take the liberty of giving the laſt extract, 
in juſtice to myſelf, as a poet. The publick 
will be the beſt judge, and a deciſive judge 
of all real merit, when 1t 1s fairly brought 
before their eye;—hitherto, I have not been 
able, from a variety of hoſtile, and unfor- 
tunate circumſtances, to take all the equi- 
] table advantages of their tribunal; to them, 
. however, I hope, one day, to make a com- 
5 plete appeal; an appeal, which will amply 
J! avenge me (for I ſeek no revenge but glory) | 
of malignant criticks, and of more malignant 


„ prieſts. 
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When TI reſolved to tell the Biſhop of 
Durnam plainly what I thought, I ſtripped 
him of his appendages ; and what I wanted 
in appendages (and God knows, that was, 
every thing) I ſummoned up, for myſelf, in 
ſpirit, My act of reſolving, and the ſtrain 
of my letters, which flowed from that reſo- 
lution, are, as I have already obſerved, quite 
unuſual ;—but the moſt ſcrupulous reader, 
if he is a good man, will pardon my ſingu- 
larity: becauſe it proceeded from my con- 
ſciouſneſs that it was right. —Nay, I muſt 
honeſtly own that I think it meritorious, to 
redeem, as far as we can, in ſome trying 
inſtances, the horrid inequalities of fortune; 
to rouze, and, if poſſible, to alarm, and 
agitate thoſe puny ſouls, who doze on the 
down of luxury, without giving one ſerious 
thought to the hard circumſtances of their 
fellow- creatures: who are inſenſible to the 
beſt atchievements of the mind; to the 
exquilite pains of ſenſibility; to intellect 


making its way through the rubbiſh of 
diltrels, 


There 


M oY om. OO WR. 


( 


There is a claſs of men who are particu- | 
larly, and ſolemnly obliged to an humble, | 
yet ardent imitation of their evangelical 
chief:—theſe men remarkably need to be 

warned, that they are peculiarly account- | 
able to God, and to mankind, for an im- | 
partial, and generous diſtribution of pre- 
ferment; which, is by them, in general, no- 
toriouſly ill beſtowed. The groſs impro. 
priety is the effect of a coldneſs, and narrow- 

nels of heart: They only reward, for they 

can only comprehend, the petty virtues; 

with magnanimous conduct, with diſtin- 
guiſhed talents, they are overpowered, and 
oppreſſed. 


If we can honeſtly reach and affect the hu- 
man heart, whatever may be the diſadvan- 
tages of our ſituation, we contend, at leaſt, 
{ately for our honour, with biſhops, miniſters, 
or kings. I beg that my readers may be ſo 
Juſt, and fo generous to me, as to be aſſured 
that this pamphlet contains the thoughts of 
a frank, and ingenuous man, I do not F 
mean to boaſt a greater independence of | 
mind 
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mind than I poſſeſs; and though my life 
has been unfortunately marked with im- 
prudence, I naturally ſhould wiſh, that the 
publick opinion of my imprudence might 
not exceed the proper bounds. A perſon 
at my time of life, muſt be yet a child in 
conduct, who ſends into the world, fuch a 
preface, and ſuch letters as theſe are, with- 
out a previous, and mature conſideration of 
all their poſſible effects. I have reflected 
on this publication, with the cool theory of 
a FABIus; I realize it with As determi- 
nation. I have no hopes of epiſcopal bene- 
ficence ; but the frowns of prelates rather 
animate, than deaden ray hopes of happt- 
neſs, temporal, and eternal. As in the phyfi- 
cal creation (permit me, like the ſhepherd 
in ViRG1L1, to compare great things with 
{mall) earthquakes, and volcanos, from a 
variety of natural cauſes, often bear the 
mandates of Heaven; often warn, intimi- 
date, and reſtrain, avarice, pride, luxury, 
and oppreſſion; ſo, it ſeems to be in the 


ſcheme of Providence, that, in the moral 
world, feeling, and forcible minds, hardly 
preſſed by bad fortune, and by the inſo- 

lence, 


( xvin ) 


lence, or obduracy of dignified lumber, 
mould ſometimes, from the concuſſion of 
actuated ſenſibility, and of genial inſpira- 
tion, dart their ethereal flame; — ſtrike that 
lumber with a ſeaſonable, but unexpected 
ſhock, and ſhake it with a ſalutary agita- 
tion. The good which is thus produced 
by ſuch minds, or, at leaſt, the tendency 
to good, in the ſocial, and civil atmoſphere, 
will conciliate, in their favour, the bene- 
volent, and humane; theſe readers, and 
theſe judges, will immediately forgive their 


eccentricities, and feel a liveher compaſſion 


for their misfortunes, 


Low minds never forgive the man who 
tells them thoſe home truths which they 
are conſcious that they deſerve. If, from 
the gloom of an epiſcopal palace, I had 
felt a ray of hope which made its darkneſs 


v /eble to me, it might have been fooliſh in 


me to have written in the ſtrain, by which 
my mind is, at preſent, kept in motion ; 


but as I cannot foreſee any intercourſe be- 


tween the holy bench, and me, that will be 


propitious to my fortune, I could only have 
been 


(aa 


been prevented from availing myſelf of the 
fair liberty of the preſs, by a conſtitutional, 
and deſpicable timidity,—For in exhibiting, 
ſpiritual inſenſibility, in high Places, in its 
proper colours, there is a moral pleaſure, 
which 1s a very different ſentiment from an 
ungenerous reſentment; what I now offer 
to the publick, will, at leaſt, give them ſome 
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liberal entertainment; — and its tendency, 
as I have already remarked, 1s, rather to 
produce good than ill. 


Whether biſhops, who call themſelves 
f chriſtian biſhops, are criminal, for keeping up 
: their froſt againſt me; or whether I am really 
an obnoxious perſon, for being it's object, 
do you determine, who ſtudy human nature, 
with an acute, yet with a gentle eye; —in 
whoſe golden, and celeſtial ſcales of equity, 
merit deſcends, with every atom of its weight; 
while concomitant, and almoſt inſeparable 


3 faults, kick the beam: do you deter- 
. mine, who ſympathize with the pains, as 
1 you glow with the animated, and ſplendid 


exertions of - ſenſibility ; do you deter- 
mine, who are the ſincere, the humble, and 
the 


( xx ) 


the zealous followers of a forgiving, and 
merciful redeemer, 


No, my lords, your pictures are not drawn 
by a painter in deſpair. I am neither ſo 
mean, nor ſo ſtupid, as to ſuppoſe that your 
diſpleaſure implies the excluſion of any per- 
fon from ſublunary enjoyment, or from 
celeſtial bliſs. I have indeprivable ſources 
of ſatisfaction, and happineſs, which I will 
not particularly deſcribe to you, for you 
cannot comprehend them. The man who 
ſuperſedes fortune, by the vigour, and rich- 
neſs of his mind, derives his pleaſures, and 
his dignity, from himſelf;—a modern biſhop 
totally ſupports hzs exiſtence, by external, 
and contingent ſupplies. The Divine eco- 
nomy admirably balances good, and ill. 
The pre-eminence of the natural over the 
artificial man, is fo diſtinguiſhed, and fo 
glorious, that it muſt have its pains, 


Both my livings, in NoRTHUMBERLAND, 
produce not more to me, than 220l. a year. 
From this ſum, ſalaries to two curates are 


to be deducted; for I have a curate at each 
| living, 
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living, though the churches are within two 
miles of each other; that the pariſhioners 
may enjoy all the benefit of divine ſervice 
which is due to them. I know that the ſtyle 
of preaching which is eaſy, and habitual to 
my curates, will be more edifying to my 
congregations than the manner of thinking, 
and writing which I have adopted. When 
theſe facts are conſidered, will any real 
gentleman think that abſence from a county 
which has been unfavourable to my health; 
perſonal liberty, and a mere ſubſiſtence, are 
enormous privileges to one, who has de- 
voted his life, and his intereſt, to the culti- 
vation of his mind; to intellectual ep 
tion? 


Several of our biſhops reſide very little in 
their dioceſes. Our Saviour's reproof to the 
heads of the Jewiſh church is too applicable 
to them. © They | the Scribes and Phariſees] 
bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be 
* borne, and lay them on men's ſhoulders ; 
but they themſelves will not move hom 
** with one of their fingers *.” I knew a late 


Matthew, chap. xxiii. ver. 4. 


C biſhop, 
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biſhop, who, on many accounts, deſerved 
private, and publick eſteem, and reſpett, 
who commonly reſided at ST. As A, but 
about a month, in two years; yet he rigo- 
rouſly required the reſidence of his clergy. 


To this pamphlet I ſhall add an adver- 
tiſement of moſt of my productions. Let 
my readers forgive me if I take every oppor- 
tunity of bringing myſelf, as an author, to 
their notice. Many dark, and ungenerous 
means have been uſed to check the diffuſion 
of my literary honours, which are dearer 
to me than my life. —Surely I am not im- 
pertinent to the publick, if I endeavour to 
attract that moſt honourable, and glorious 
attention, which the voice of nature tells 
my heart, that, in ſome degree, I deſerve. 
Should this publication break the ice that 
arreſts my fair fame, and give 1t's current 
to flow, with vigour, and expanſion; with 
tie gratitude of a diſintereſted, and noble 
ambition, I ſhould thank the Biſhop of 


Dok HAM, with more humility, and ardour, 


than if he had given me a ſtall in his 


cathedral. 


His 


(ii 


His Lordſhip, in kis pious correſpon- 
dence with me, ſeemed afraid of ſoothing 
my worldly vanity. In is letters, the libe- 

E ral, and polite critick will ſee the dryneſs of 
[ thebiſhop. Epiſcopal praiſe would havebeen 
but vapidto a heart to which genius had been 
allowed, by a GARRICER, a JouNnsSON, and 
a BurxKe. Something, perhaps, very 
polite might have been ſaid, both on the 
naval ſermons, and on the poem which 1 
preſented to him, without incurring the ele- 
gant falſehood of aCHESTERFIELD;--butour 
good fathers of the church are in no danger 
of ſtumbling on /zs guilt ;---they will neither 
catch his ſuaviter in modo, nor his fortiter 
In re.---l was not offended with the brevzty 
bol the biſhop's letters: I hope it will not 
dilpleaſe my readers.---They have the La- 
co conciſeneſs; but not a particle of 
g it's force. | 
; 
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They, whoſe ſouls are ſuperiour to every 
low, malicious art, would not, without ſome 
q difficulty, believe, how induſtrious the in- 
'  feriour clergy have been, to injure me, as a 
writer, and as a man. A church-militant- 
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hero, in talking of me with one of my 
friends, a gentleman of great veracity, and 
honour, paſſed the following hard ſentence 
on me: That fellow (ſaid he) deſerves 
* to be ſhot.” —Why ſo, replied my friend, 
with ſome ſurprize? Why, becauſe he is a 
deſerter from us, replied the holy myr- 
midon :—* don't you ſhoot deſerters ?”— 
Thou whited wall; thou wolf in ſheep's 
cloathing, whoever thou art, why do I de- 
ſerve to be ſhot; for how have I deſerted ? 
The ſports of the field ;—the profligate 
drudgery of elettions ;---the exceſſes of the 
table; the infamous deſtruction of time, at 
cards :---theſe are the objects which are 
eagerly perſued by moſt of our clergy.--- 
From theſe men I have never deſerted ; for 
I never was attached to them.---My life 
has been marked with errours, and with 
faults ; but they have been the errours, and 
the faults of the moment; of inadvertence ; 
of ſurpriſe ;---I never, like thee, and thy aſſo- 
ciates, thou bold divine, who chargeſt me 
with heaven's artillery;---I never deliberately 
liked under the banners of depravity ; I 


never was uniform, and ſyſtematical, in baſe- 
| 1 nels, 


n „ ðͤ ewe 
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neſs,---For a great part of my life, I have 
been very diligent in the ſervice of our 
church; of a church which I love.---I have 
always adored the author of our religion, 
with ſincerity, and with fervour ;---that reli- 
gion I have always revered; and in the 
diſcouraging hours of poverty, and misfor- 


tune, I have exerted my belt powers in it's 
defence ;---when I had not the fainteſt hope 


of any retribution, from 7/25 world. Thou 
relentleſs inquiſitor ;---thou preſident of a 
court- martial; remember that we ſolemnly 
engaged, as miniſters of the goſpel, to be 
zealouſly employed in good works ;---to be 
imitators of the meek, the abſtemious, the 
benevolent Mefſhah ;---who, then, are the 
deſerters from the ſtandard of Chriſt ?---Is 
it I, with my virtuous induſlry, and it's inge- 
nuous effects, contraſted with my failings ;--- 
is it I, who have been guilty of apoſtacy; 
or have not you committed that crime ;--- 
you, with your tumultuous, and bloated 
rabble ;---the celebrators of the orgies of 
N1MROD, and Apicius? 
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Illuſtrious, and divine RousskAU! Some 
friends, too generous to my fame, have 
diſcovered a ſimilarity between thee, and 
me !---In misfortunes, and in ſufferings, I 
can ſee ſome reſemblance between us ;---but 
I am too far from preſumption ; I am too 
worthy of the friendſhip of thy admirers, 
to imagine that there 1s a ſtrong reſemblance 
between us, in the glorious abilities of the 
mind, It was obſerved by thee, after the 
archbiſhop of PARIS had fulminated his 
mandate, that every deſpicable Abbe was 
eager to give thee the laſt blow. The hu- 


man machines of our hierarchy have treated 


me, in a ſimilar manner, as far as they durſt, 


in a country, which yet, hath freedom. And 
why waſt thou perſecuted by churchmen ? 
not for thy heterodoxy ; not for thy ſcepti- 
ciſm; for they flowed from an honeſt heart, 
and mind, intent only on truth; and adorers 
of it's God. - no; They perſecuted thee, 
becauſe thy chriſtian eloquence appalled 
their guilt; becauſe a more juſt, and ſtriking 
picture of our Saviour was drawn by thee 
than ever their dull pencils could pourtray ; 
4 


( xXxvii ) 


---a picture, which, with it's rays of celeſtial 
beauty, completely exhibited ther defor- 


mity. 


In thy life-time, thou waſt fortunate in 
thy celebrity; and thou didſt eſcape one of 
my great misfortunes, by not taking the 
prieſthood ; a moſt reſpettable, and auguſt 
office, if we look up to it's Divine original; 
to it's celeſtial archetype ;---but mortifying, 
and humiliating to exalted ſentiment, when- 
ever it feels it's relation to the modern tra- 
ternity ;---dangerous, and alarming, too, to 
the ſame ſentiment ; becauſe, in that very 
fraternity, it will, moſt probably, find it's 
allaſſins! 


I may learn a benevolent, and active mo- 
rality; I may improve in my knowledge of 
chriſtianity, from thy enthuſiaſtick, and 
burning pages; -- not from their cold, and 
ſoporifick ſermons ; and yet leſs, from their 
manners, and converſation ! When I wiſh 
to tune my ſoul to ſeraphick harmony, 1 
{hall not long to enter the palace of LAu- 

7.TH, nor to viſit the caſtle of DuR UA. 
C 4 or 
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or of AUCKLAND ;---I ſhall repairtothe work- 
ſhop of Em111us; to the rocks of Mil- 
LERIE; to the tomb of Eloisa, We may 
grow better men by marking, with a moral 
eye, the irregular ardour of thy heroines, 
and heroes ; by marking the excruciating 
agonies, and the tranſitory bliſs, of a charm- 
ing, but deluſive paſſion e may grow 
better men by contemplating theſe objects; 
not by ſurveying the ſluggiſh, and ftagnant 
ſacerdotal vices ; which have nothing bold, 
and lively about them, from which we may 
ſeize inſtruction. 


O thou, whoſe poſthumous walks are in 
the manſions of the juſt ;---thou, who, per- 
haps, art, at preſent, liſtening to the ſtrains 
of Mus =us, and of ViRG1L; or offering 
the tear of pity to the melancholy ghoſt of 
D1po;---throw thy luminous mantle about 
me, thou fervent and delightful prophet of 
imagination {..-thy mantle, which through 
the myrtle groves of Elyſium, glitters with 
the purple light of love! Throw thy man- 
tle about me, thou EL1Jan of the chriſtian 
world!...-Give me thy acute, and vigorous 
| underſtanding ; 


Ye xXxix ) 


underſtanding ;---thy glowing and variegated 

fancy ;---thy tears of ecſtacy, and of rap. 
ture; give me fee glorious endowments, 
at whatever hazard ;---they will be cheaply 
purchaſed with thy pains! 


May's Buildings, St, Martin's Lane, 
Wedneſday, May 3oth, 1792. 
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LETT E-RS, e. 


Durham, Sep. 22, 1791. 
My Los, 


1 REeqQuesrT your Lordſhip to accept the 
Sermons which accompany this letter. If 
they merit your peruſal, and ſome degree 
of your approbation, I ſhall not have writ- 
ten them in vain, Two motives impelled 
me to write them; a ſenſe of duty; and 
an honourable ſpirit of intellectual experi- 
ment, or adventure.---I was reſolved to try 
whether my mind could atchieve any thing 
laudable, in the moſt diſadvantageous cir- 
cumſlances.---I wrote theſe ſermons, my 
Lord, in a ſmall cabin, on the main deck 
of the Leander ;---while there was but a 


thin canvas between me, and continual ri- 


baldry, 
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baldry, and blaſphemy;-—in ſhort, between 
me, and a moſt obſtreporous maritime war 
with religion. Even few vigorous minds 
have been at all ſucceſsful in ſuch a library. 
It hath pleaſed Providence to infuſe not a 
little of the enthuſiaſtick, and romantick, 
into my conſtitution ; a perilous frame, my 
Lord ;---but I will always give it it's full 
ſcope, while it is actuated by virtuous ob- 
jects; I with that I had ever been prattically 
tenactous of this theory, when I was ſunk 
to an 1gnoble depreſſion by the frowns of 
fortune, and of the world ;---when I grati- 
Hed the caprice of the one, and the malig- 
nity of the other, by delerting the path to 
true glory. While I compoſed the diſcourſes 
which I now preſent to your Lordſhip, I 
gave a retroſpect, with an emulous ambi- 
tion, to the memories of great men: I imaged 
to myſelf CERVANTES exerting genius in a 
Mooriſh priſon;---and the god- like Caro, 
calmly and ſteadily diſcharging the duties 
of benevolence, humanity, and friendſhip, 
white the myrmidons of CasSaRr were ap- 
proachmg, 
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If I ſhould timidly, and prepoſterouſly 
apologize, for requeſting attention to any 
of my clerical productions, from my Dioce- 
fan, who warmly recommends to men of 
our profeſſion, a proper ule of their intel- 
lectual faculties, and who, I am ſure, is a 
lover of literature, I ſhould att incon- 
ſiſtently with my own ideas of propriety ; 
and I ſhould offer injuſtice to your Lord- 
ſhip's character, 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt dutiful Servant, 


PERCIVAL STOCKDALKE. 


——— —_—— — —_- 
Auckland Caſtle, Sept. 20, 1791. 


Rev. SIR, 

I aM unwilling to delay returning my early 
thanks for your volume of ſermons; though 
the employment of an ordination Sunday 
has not allowed me to make much progreſs 
in the peruſal, The circumſtances under 

which 


6.4 


which they were compoſed add to their me- 
rit, and prove that you poſleſs great powers 
of abſtraction. 


I am, Rev. Sir, 
with much regard, 
your affectionate friend and brother, 
S. DUNELM. 


As foon as my letter to Mr. Granville Sharp, 
on the infamous, and diabolical SLAVE 
TRADE was publiſhed (it was publiſhed in 
Durham) I ſent a copy of it to the Biſhop, 
who was, then in the South of England; 
with a very reſpectiful letter. As he took 
no notice either of my printed letter to 
Mr. Sharp, nor of my written one to him- 
felf, I endeavoured to fix his attention to 
my © Poetical Thoughts, and Views, on 
the Banks of the Wear,” (which I like- 
wiſe ſent to him as ſoon as they were pub- 
lifhed) by the following letter, to ꝛchicht 
he, at length, deigned an anſwer. It was, 
 furely, very congruous with my profeſſion ; 
it was ſurely very congruous with my ſitu- 
ation, that I ſhould preſent to my Dioce- 
ſan 


1 


fan a poem in which all the honeſt, and 
ardent homage was payed to the Divine Au- 
thour of our religion, and to the Supreme 
Being, that could be offered to them by 
a poor mortal, It was ſtill more forcibly 
con/iſtent with theſe objetts, that I ſhould 
ſubmit to the peruſal of that Prelate, a 
letter addreſſed to the FIRST PRACTICAL 
CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD ; zn which, 
I flatter myſelf, that with ſome force of 
argument, and language, J oppoſe our in- 
fernal traffick in human woe ;—a traffick, 
which 1s not only at open, and impious 
war, with every chriſtian precept ; but with 
every natural, and habitual ſentiment of 
Juſtice, and humanity. 


Indeed, I believe that ſeveral of our biſhops 
do not wiſh for the abolition” of the SLAVE 
TRADE; or dare not expreſs their 
wiſhes for it's abolition. Thioſe of the ſa- 
cred bench who have unequivocally, and 
ſtrongly declared their abhorrence of tt, 
| I honour, and revere. For the coldneſs, or 


for the ſhameful biaſs of others, one may 
account, without being a conjuror, At is 


NO 
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' mow diſputed in the Houſe of Lords, in the 
Upper Houſe of the Legiſlation of Eng- 
land; — in our Supreme Court (in the court 
of our laſt reſort) of Equity, and Huma- 
nity, whether or no we ſhall continue, by 
what many people ſtrangely call, Law, to 
en/lave, and torment, and murder, an infi- 
nite number of the Human Species: after 
that horrid treatment of them has been 
proved, by the moſt numerous, and reſpec- 
table teſttmontes. I could trace this con- 
duct hagher ; and on the foundation of 
2ndubitable truth ; but I will not infult 
the ſagacity of my countrymen :—nor can 
J advance farther, from fear ;—not from 
fear of offending power ; but of imitating 
ſedition; of being irreverent lo myſelf. 


My LoxD, 


I SENT to you, ſome time ago, a printed 
letter, addreſſed to Mr. Granville Sharp, and 
written by me, with an honeſt zeal, in the 
cauſe of humanity, and chriſtianity. As 


I have 


8 
1 have had no intelligence of your Lord. 
ſhip's receipt of that letter, and of one that 
accompanied it, addreſſed immediately to 


yourſelf, I conclude that they have not 
reached you. 


We ought not, however, to be eaſily re- 
pelled from doing what we think right. 
Therefore, I now requelt your acceptance 
of a poem which I compoſed about two 
months ago. In that poem, ſome honeſt 
praiſe 1s given to your Lord{hip. I am 
well acquainted with your amiable, and 
liberal character. I have converſed with 
ſome of the clergy of the dioceſe of SAL1s- 
BURY, Who ſpoke of you in very warm 
terms of commendation : I have likewiſe 
read ſome of your epiſcopal pamphlets, in 
which you ſhow a generous attention to 
the proſperity of religion; your conduct, 
hitherto, ſince you were tranſlated to the 
See of DuRHAM, has been very auſpicious 
to your fame; and your friends aſſert, that 
church preferment is to be conferred by 
you, on merit alone. From theſe premiſes 
lowed the poetical tribute which your Lord- 
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{hip will ſoon receive; and I ſhould ſup- 
pole that it is offered to you, with a par- 
ticular propriety, by a clergyman of your 
dioceſe. 


I ſhould have thought myſelf imperti- 
nent, for having thus entered into a kind 
of analyſis of your Lordſhip's conduct, and 
character, had I not thought it an act of 
juſtice indiſpenſably due to myſelf, to in- 
form you, why you are an object of par- 
ticular encomium, in the poem, to which 
I now requeſt the honour of your atten- 
tion. Poets, I am afraid, have frequently 
proſtituted their eulogy ; by ſuch vile proſti- 


tution, I will never deliberately, and inten- 


tionally, diſgrace my glorious province. In 
truth, no perſon who attends to the tenour 
of the preface, and of the poem itſelf, will 
imagine that their authour 1s capable of 
adulation. 


I I was not acquainted with human na- 
ture, after all my experience, and ſufferings, 
my. underſtanding, and attention, muſt be 
equally contemptible. I know that while 


a man 


1 


a man gives proper ſcope to an indepen- 
dent ſpirit, in the cauſe of virtue; while 
he aſſerts his literary, or poetical freedom, 
in the ſupport of pure morality, and reli- 
gion; he may deeply wound his ſecular 
intereſt ;—he may offend his ſuperiours in 
ſtation; men, who are under peculiar obli- 
gations to view his laudable endeavours with 
very different ſentiments from thoſe of reſent- 
ment; but, my Lord, to relinquiſh, at this 
time of my life, that ingenuous language 
which I owe, both to nature, and to habit, 
would be inconſiſtent, and puſillanimous in 
the extreme; and as I advance towards 
the confines of the /uture world, it will 
always give me conſolation, and fortitude, - 
to reflect that I have not been a ſlave to the 


preſent, 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


PERCIVAL STOCKDALE, 
D 2 


Cavendiſh Square, Feb. 6, 1792. 


Rev. SIR, 


I MusT plead guilty to the charge of hav- 
ing received your printed letter to Mr. 
GRANVILLE SHARP; accompanied by a 
written one to myſelf. The fact is, they 
found me engaged in much buſineſs, at the 
moment; I availed myſelf of the firſt leiſure 
in my power to read, and then unfortunately 
miſplaced them. I hope the frankneſs of this 
confeſſion will atone for my inadvertence. 


I have now to thank you for a more 
recent literary preſent, and for the good 
opinion you are diſpoſed to entertain of me; 
though at the ſame time you will forgive 
me for the ſuppoſition that the livelineſs of 
your poetical imagination has tranſported 
you beyond thoſe bounds which I feel con- 
ſcious ſhould have been ſet to your commen- 
dation. In other characters you have cho- 

ſen 


* 
ſen juſt ſubjects for your panegyric; and in 
the beautiful romantic ſceneryon the WR AR, 
excellent topics for your talents for deſerip- 
tive poetry. 

lam, | 
Reverend Sir, 
with much regard, 
your aftectionate Brother, 
9. DUNELM, 


Hungerford Coffee-Houſe, Strand, 
| April 27th, 1792. 
My LORD, | 
I am informed that Dr. SAR is dy- 
ing. The living of HART BURN, in NoRk- 
THUMBERLAND, Which 1s in your Lord- 
ſhip's gift, would make me very happy.— 
If you would beſtow that living (ſhould it 
be vacant) on me, I ſhould endeavour to 
deſerve it, by acting as you would wiſh; 
—[ hope that by my conduct, I ſhould re- 
dreſs unprudences; refute the accuſations. 
and defeat the induſtry of envy, and malig- 
uu. In trying, and mortifying ſituations, 


D J "1 


—— —— — 


—— 


— + 


. — —; 


— 


. 
— . . 
Py . 


. 
— ants — 
— _ 


e r 
- = . = — — 


— 


— —— — — — — en cs ne 


it is almoſt impoſſible ſor a mind of which 
great ſenſibility is a leading characteriſtick, 
to act, generally, aright, or to have its recti- 


tude approved. Excuſe me for bringing 
theſe objects before you; they are not un- 


worthy of your benevolent, and chriſtian 
conſideration, 
I have the honour to be, 
with great reſpett, My Lord, 
your Lord{hip's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
PERCIVAL STOCKDALE., 


The Biſhop's firſt anſwer to my application 
to lam for the Living of Hartburn was 
ent to me by one of his ſervants, about ele- 
ven o'clock in the forenoon of Tueſday 
the Firft of May : Tanſwered it immediate- 
ly. The ſervant returned expeditiouſly 
from Cavendiſh-Square to the Hungerſord- 
Coffee-Houje, with the ſhort Decree, which 
announced to me that the Living of Hal- 
burn was diſpoſed of : to that paper, as 


the reader will find, 1 URewiſe gave an 
immediate reply. 


That 


„ 


That morning's intercourſe between the Bi- 
ſhop, and me, which I have now ſpeciſied, 
paſſed, within the ſpace of two hours. 
When the ſervant firſt came to me, and 
when, he returned, he told me that he 
was ordered to wait for my anſwer.—1 
am thus particular ; becauſe it is more than 
probable, that by his firſt Letter, the Bi- 
ſhop in ſidiouſly meant to take me off my 
guard, and to hurry me, in my anſwer, 
into ſome abſurdity, or felf-contradithon, 
before he ſent an abſolute refuſal to my 
requeſt, I queſtion very much that the 
phlegmatic, wife, and infallible part of 
the Clergy will acquit me of abſurdity, in 
this tranjatton.—The conſciouſneſs of my 

 fincerity, however, will eafily conſole me 
for the heavineſs of THEIR judgement. 


I am thus particular;—becauje I am ſatis. 
fied, that when the Biſhop of Durham 
told me, that the Living of Hartburn 
was di ſhoſed of, he told me what was not 
true. Nor do I believe that he has yet 
gwen that Living; at the time when 1 

am, now, writing; Friday, June the 1ſt, 
1792, 


D 4 
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Cavendiſh Square, May iſt, 1792, 


Rx v Six, 


WHEN you applied for the living of 
HaRTBURN, Dr. SHARP was alive; and I 


could return no anſwer. He is now, alas! 
no more, 


I felt, I confeſs, ſome ſurprize, and can- 
not ſuppreſs it, at your ſoliciting more pre- 
ferment 1n a county, the ſevere climate of 
which you have urged as a plea for non- 
reſidence on that which you already poſ- 
ſeſs in it. 

Jam, Reverend Sir, 
your affectionate brother, 
S. DUNELM. 


5 — . ——— — — : 


Hungerford-Coffee-Houſe, 
Tueſday, May 1, 1792. 


My LoRn, 


You honour me much by your epiſtolary 
attention :—Your Lordſhip's ſervant waits; 
therefore, I muſt be conciſe. 

| However 


fi 7 


However inconſiſtent I may appear, I will 
be very ingenuous. Believe me, the climate 
of NORTHUMBERLAND has not agreed with 
me; but your Lordſhip's goodneſs in be- 
ſtowing on me the Living of HARTBURN 
would be fo ſignal, and ſo noble (eſpecially 
to me, after what I have experienced of 
mankind ; that I would encounter that cli- 
mate, with pleaſure: I ſhould be affluent ; 
but what is far better, all my beſt feel- 
ings, and ſentiments would be unſpeakably 


enriched. — 


My nature 1s extremely ſuſceptible; and 

I hope, extremely ſuſceptible of gratitude ; 
what a wretch ſhould I be, in my own eyes, 
if I did not uſe every exertion, however ar- 
duous, as a ſcholar, and a clergyman, to 
deſerve, in ſome degree, the benevolence, 
and the approbation of a true ſpiritual fa- 
ther, who, in his conduct to me, had given 
a very rare and ineſtimable example of the 
leading characteriſtick of our Divine Maſter! 
The health of the body too, is wonderful- 
ly connetted with that of the mind! the 1dea 
pf the jaundiced eye of malice, made yet 
es more 


( 26 ) 
more fickly;—mental mortifications heal. 
ed; talents, whatever they are, reanimated, 


and invigorated: would, in all probability, 
be attended with very ſalutary effects. 


If I was ſo fortunate as to obtain the Rec- 
tory of HARTBURN; I ſhould conclude that 
my Liviags at LtsBury and Loncnouc- 
TON, were to be reſigned. 


If your Lordſhip ſignifies that you would 
chuſe to give me an interview on this occa- 
fion, I ſhall have it in my power to give you 
more ſatisfaction on the objects of wm health 
and reſidence, 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
P. STOCKDALE. 


„* 


— 


The Biſhop's Card. 


Tur Biſhop of Durnam acquaints Mr. 
STOCKDALE that the Living of HakTBURN | 
is diſpoſed of. 


May the 1ſt, 


— —— o 
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Hungerford Coffee-Houſe, J 

Tueſday, May 1, 1792. 1 

2 

My LoRp, | 
Your card has informed that the hving I 
of HARTBURN is beſtowed.---It your Lord- 4 


ſhip had given it to me, I ſhould have en- 
deavoured to deſerve it. After all my pain- | 
ful experience of life, I cannot be ſeverely 1 
diſappointed. My owncompaſlion for unfor- J 
tunate merit is, perhaps too romantick; and 
I miujt be conſcious that I am in ſituations 
unworthy of me; therefore I beg your 
Lordfhip's excuſe for requeſts which you 
may think unrealonable. My conſolation 
is, that this un-qual life is tranſitory ;--- 
that when we quit it, it can never hurt us 
more; that the only perfect being muft be a 
Juſt one ;---and that, therefore, an equitable, 
and happy ſtate, awaits us, 


I flatter myſelf that your Lordſhip's good- 
nels will excuſe this momentary melan- 
choty.---I doubt not that you have given the 
living of HARTBURN to a more deſerving 4 
perſon than Jam. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
PERCIVAL STOCKDALT. 
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In the copy of the following letter, which I 
fent to the biſhop, I omitted a ſmall part 
of it, from my deference lo the judgement 
of friend. That part was omitted, rather 
from ideas of taſte, than from any other 
reaſons of propriety. ] have a ſuperſtitious 
delicacy for a heart which I love, and for 
talents which I efteem. His Lordſhip, and 
the reader, now have the letter entire, 


Hungerford-Coffee-Houſe, 
Tueſday May 8, 1792. 
My Los, 

YouR late letter to me, on the ſubjett of 
the living of HARTBURN; and your ſub- 
ſequent laconic, or rather, abrupt card, de- 
termined me to think, and att, from, and 
for, myſelf; as every man of ſpirit ought, 
at particular emergencies. 


The diſintereſted, but ill- applied, poetical 
eulogy, which I lately beſtowed on your 
Lordſhip, and my reſpectful, and ingenu— 
ous anſwer to your laſt letter, deſerved re- 
turns very different from that inſidious let- 

| ter, 


69 
ter, and from the little petulant appendix 
by which it was immediately followed. Do 
not let the paſſion of anger agitate you, 
while you are peruſing my ſtrain of honeſt, 
and unreſerved truth. If an unphiloſophi- 
cal, and unchriſtian reſentment ſhould pre- 
dominate in your mind, while you read this 
letter, you will neither do juſtice to your- 
elf, nor to me. When I conlider the very 
unevangelical prejudices which muſt cor- 
rupt you, from the great inequality of our 
accidental ftations ;---when I conſider the 
ſervile, and flattering ſycophants by whom 
menof your rank are perpetually ſurrounded: 
I muſt, indeed, expect that this letter will 
operate, in your frame, at leaſt, for a mo- 
ment, with a ſhock of moral electricity. A 
Biſhop of DuRHAM, my Lord, is, in ſome re- 
ſpects, in the diſadvantageous, and unfor- 
tunate ſituation of a king. All uſeful infor- 
mation is kept back from his mind: the 
characters of preſent, and of abſent per- 
ſons; the character of himſelf; every re- 
ſpectable, and important fact, are miſre- 
preſented to him. Hence, we need not be 


ſurprized, 


20 


ſurprized, that, to make diſagreeable, but 
ſalutary diſcoveries, diſgraces an honeſt 
courtier, for ever, with a ſovereign of the 
laity. But if your Lordſhip judges wiſely, 
and like a chriſtian, on this occaſion, you 
will count me among your beſt friends, not 
amongſt your enemies, for telling you the 
truth. You will correct the inſolence, and 
injuſtice, of the temporal monarch, with 
the mildneſs, and integrity, of the apoſtoli- 
cal prelate ; to your Lordſhip, I might have 
{aid, of the apoſtolical Prince. 


I have long ſuffered obloquy, perſecu- 
tion, and oppreſſion, from a claſs of men 
who were obliged by the moſt ſolemn, by 
the moſt ſacred engagements, to be tender 
to my faults, and generous to my merit. 
And it betrays no natural jealouſy of tem- 
per in me, it betrays no conſciouſneſs of un- 
pardonable guilt, if I conclude, that ſome of 
your cowardly Janizanes, in mentioning 
me, have poured, not the balm of GiLE ap, 
as was their duty, but the vapour of the 
deadly night-ſhade, into your ear. Hence, 
I properly vindicate injured, and inſulted 

lites 
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literature, and abilities; I laudably endea- 
vour to ronſe your Lordſhip to a magnifi- 
cent morality, which would be worthy of a 
Biſhop of DR Hau, if I conſpicuouſly diſ- 
play to you your ungenerous treatment of 
me; and that ſelfiſhneſs, and malice, which, 
however ſpeciouſly varniſhed with an arti- 
ficial, and hypocritical decorum, are too 
prevailing in men of our order. 


Let not little fouls; ſouls, which are in- 
capable of manly reſolution, and firmneſs, 
imagine that this letter is dictated by a wild, 
and menacing deſpair : It is the reſult of 
my beſt deliberation, as an individual, and 
as a friend to the community. After hav- 
ing experienced, for many years, a ſeries of 
abſurd, and impudent outrages, the pre-- 
poſterous effects of mechanical, and ſophiſti- 
cated life, which appeared to me, to be, at 
length, compleated, and, as it were, ap- 
proved, and crowned by your Lordſhip, I 
felt, and I thought, that it was time to ap- 
peal, from pageantry, to reality; to break 
down the encroaching boundaries of pride, 
and uſurpation; to approximate you to me, 

1 as. 
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as man to man; to aſſert thoſe eternal rela- 
tions which were appointed between us; 
thoſe eternal obligations which were im- 


preſſed in us; by nature, and by her God, 


This is the language, this is the conduct, 
of a moral, and virtuous agent; not of an 
undiſtinguiſhing, and precipitate deſperado. 
No, my Lord; I have never ſuffered deſpair 
to invade me, during a long ſucceſſion of 
the moſt trying circumſtances ; and I now, 
hope, that I ſhall be proof againſt it, for life. 
The letter which I am addreſſing to your 
Lordſhip, is, in my humble opinion, ſo far 


from being ſymptomatick of that terrible 


revolution, and anarchy of the mind, that I 
ſhall never apprehend that I have ſunk to 
an abyſs of the moſt puſillanimous, and ig- 
nominious deſpondency, till I feel that I 
dread the hierarchy. Temperance, with 
the aſſiſtance of heaven, will reſtore, and 
guard my health; intellectual perſeverance 
will eſtabliſh my literary fame; and I doubt 


not that I ſhall yet obtain the unprejudiced, 


and generous ſuftrages of my cotemporaries; 
who will ſee the groſs injuſtice that has been 
"7 done 


1 


done to me by mean, and malevolent cri- 
ticks, and by my ſpiritual, and affetttonate 
brethren. 


If, then, my Lord, you with fairly to eſti- 
mate the ſentiments which I am taking the 
liberty to communicate to you, and if you 
aſpire to act accordingly, deſcend from your 
throne to my humble ſtation ; to the com- 
mon level of mankind. Deign to imitate, to 
emulate, my example; let us invert, for 
once, the order of eccleſiaſtical arrange- 
ment. I have removed, on my ſide, every 
timorous, and ſervile impediment to truth ; 
do you remove, on your's, it's pompous, it's 
cumbrous obſtructions. But, indeed, my 
Lord, white I am perſuading you to adopt 
that ſpirit which might make a proper uſe 
of this letter, I am contributing, as far as I 
can, to your elevated tranſlation; I am 
endeayouring to raiſe you to a ſee which 
is infinitely ſuperiour to that of DuRHAu, 
of CANTERBURY, or of Toitno. By 
a vigorous att of a pious, and ortho- 
dox imagination, ſuppoſe yourſelf, for 
a while, a Preacher of the goſpel, who 
was poorer than myſelf; ſuppoſe yourſelf 
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the Paſtor, and Biſhop of our fouls ; the 
firſt, the celeſtial biſhop of the old IE Ru- 
SALEM ; whole accommodations, on earth, 
were ſo inferiour to thoſe of the modern 
figurative, or metaphorical foxes, who"are 


cloathed in purple, and fine linen, and fare 


ſumptuouſly every day, that, while the real, 


or natural Foxes had holes, and the birds of 
the air had neſts, uE had not where to lay his 
head. While, for a moment, you transfer 
to yourſelf the hard fate, you will, probably, 


appropriate the gentle ſentiments, of our 


Maſter. You will not only liſten to the 
expoſtulation of an unpopular, and perſe- 
cuted diſciple, with a patient, and propitious 
car; but you will be eager to ſoothe his ſor- 
rows, and to redreſs his wrongs. You will 
not, cruelly, t/row the firſt flone at him, 
which was put into your hand by one of 
your clerical Bliſils, by one of your black 
llaves; you will not be extreme to mark what 
was done amiſs; for if you were, who, of our 


bench of biſhops, could abide it ? 


In your laſt, and ſhort correſpondence 
with me, you were very diſingenuous, and 
very 


5 


very rude. In your anſwer to the letter by 
which I had applied to you for the living of 
HART BZURN, it appeared, that you had not 
promiſed that living to any perſon; nor did 
you reject my application. I replied to that 
anſwer in very ſincere, and reſpectful terms; 
and in an hour after you had ſent me your 
former letter, you bluntly acquainted me 
that the living of Har TBURN was diſpoſed 
of. Thus, in that ſhort time, you ſtrengthened 
hope, by not extinguiſhing it immediately; 
and afterwards, but within the ſame ſhort 
time, by an unaccountable, and indelicate 
manceuvre, you tore it, inſtead of gently 
withdrawing it, from a feeling breaſt, which 
had already ſuffered too many viciſſitudes, 
and tranſitions: your coup de grace was 
preceded by an inquiſitorial preparative. It 
will afford me /ome ſatisfattion, to appeal, 
from your holy office, to the chancery of 
the world. 


I had anticipated from you, my Lord, in 
your epiſcopal province, the conduct, and 
the manners of a gentleman; but by ſome 
ſpecimens which I have received of you, 


of both 


( 26 ) 


both in writing, and in print, I have been 
conſiderably diſappointed. The younger 
ſons of our nobility are habituated, from 
their infancy, to ſplendid hte, and to ſplendid 
expectations. Hence, though it would be 
injudicious, and unreaſonable, to ſuppole 
that they would be eminently endowed with 
manly virtues, we need not, in general, to 
apprehend, that, when they have aſcended 
to the ſummit of their hopes, they will ex- 
hibit the awkward freaks of a totally illibe- 
ral, and vulgar intoxication. The caſe is 
very different with thoſe of our biſhops, 
who, from an humble ſphere, and from 
humble views, mount, however gradually, to 
a ſtation of dignity, and grandeur, Their 
manners exemplify the depraved tendency 
of human nature ; the ſtrain of their beha- 
viour, and of their conduct, eſpecially to 
their inferiour clergy, 1s that of clowns in- 
ebriated with proſperity. 


The characters of thoſe clergymen who 
are moſt warmly patromzed by men of your 
Lord{hip's order, neither do honour to the 
lentiments, nor to the taſte of their protec- 


tOrs. 
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tors. A ſelfiſh, mechanical, obſequious uni- 
formity of conduct, ſeems to be the leading 
object of epiſcopal predilection. The young 
divines, who may indulge the anticipation 
of the Elyſian fields of rich rettories, and 
the velvet of prebendal ſtalls, are the doz- 
ing ſons of Epicurus ; creatures devoted to 
the groſs, and inelegant ſenſuality of the 
the table, which is allowed them by the 
world, and which is warranted by the 
practice of their ſuperiours. Their ſouls 
are analogous to their enjoyments; they 
never give a thought, and, were it poſſible, 
yet leſs, an expreſſive ſigh, to benevolence, 
or compaſſion. They are ſecured from all 
eccentrick action, from any unpopular ſal- 
lies, by their indolence, and timidity. Au- 
ſpiciouſly for their preferment, their minds 
are impenetrable to the genial influence of 
APOLLO: They are accurately adapted, by 
nature, and by diſcipline, to the SaTuRr- 


NIAN reign of biſhops; to the leaden ſceptre 
of the church, 


Hard muſt be the fate of a man of ge- 
nius, my Lord, in our holy ſociety. If we 
E 3 even 


( 28 ) 


even admit that he has no inauſpicious 
concomitants of character, or fortune, he 
will always be viewed by his heavy brethren, 
with a jealous, and malignant eye. Un- 
diſtinguiſhing as they are, they feel that he 
has a natural ſplendour, which eclipſes every 
artificial blaze, and which can, at any time, 
expand it's brightneſs, by darting it's rays 
through the gloom of therr ſtupidity. But if 
this man of genius is, likewiſe, unfortunate; 
if he is improvident; if he is imprudent; if 
he has been guilty of irregularities, to which 
a true gentleman; an amiable moraliſt; to 
which the firſt, and fineſt Mind of the crea- 
tion, were he, now, on earth, would, by no 
means, be inexorable ; his clerical death is 
determined, if not atchieved ;—he is not 
ſtabbed by the honeſt ſword of an open 
enemy, brandiſhed, and glittering, under the 
noon-tide ſun; but by the dagger of ſome 
dark, and cowardly aſſaſſin; by the ſtiletto 
of the conclave. To ſpeak out of meta- 
phor; his fate is the conſequence of a ma- 
lignant whiſper ;---of a whiſper, which, to 
ule an expreſſion of my admired poet, 2s, 
perhaps, at preſent, vibrating, in your Lord- 


Ship's ear, 


From 


„ 


From the moral diſtinctions of our digni— 
taries; or, rather, from their ignorance of 
moral diſtinctions, it cannot, abſolutely, be 
the faults of ſuch a man that incurr their 
frowns, and their puniſhment. No; They 
muſt endeavour to ſink, to annihilate one, 
who keeps his mind erett, amidſt the hoſti- 
lities of the great; who prefers the diffuſion 
of important truth to his private intereſt, 
and who can enounce it forcibly. His fins 
might be forgiven him; but his talents are 
unpardonable. Of myſelf I muſt be per- 
mitted to ſay, that I am humbly ſenſible 
of my demerit ; yet I feel ſentiments within 
me (ſentiments, not intended by nature, to 
die in thinking) which deſerve good for- 
tune. It is my conſolation, and my pride, 
that ſeveral of the moſt eſtimable, and ami- 
able characters in this metropolis, are, in 

ſome degree, ſolicitous for my welfare. I do 

not expect that this fact will ſoften prieſts; 
but every ingenuous, every good man, will 
infer from it, that I ſhould rather be pro- 
moted than depreſſed. 


E 4 To 
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To be very ſincere with you, my Lord, 
I have often obſerved that you who ſhould 
be our luminaries of religion, totally invert 
the order of the moſt important objects, in 
your moral animadverſions, and in your 
ſocial conduct. You perſecute what you 
ſhould forgive; and you pardon what you 
ſhould proſcribe. The proportion, indeed, 
of a man's fortune, and of his power, not his 
manners, is, in your eſtimation, the criterion 
of his merit. I have, in my eye, a ſacred, 
a rich, and a lazy college, where a poor mi- 
nor canon muſt expett to be ruined, for a 
glaring offence ; but where the moſt notori- 
ous, and monſtrous impurities, are tolerated, 
are uncenſured, in a prebendary. At DuR- 
HAM, you have made an Archdeacon of Dr. 
Pyr; and, I dare ſay, when you are, there, 
you are very complaiſant to another Arch- 
deacon,to Mr. EGERT ON. Good God! what 
have 7 done, that your Lordſhip ſhould with- 
hold frommeyourhyperchriſltanbenevolence! 


If we mean, my Lord, to be imitators of 
the mild, and merciful IE sUs, whole foul 
Was, 


1 


was, all, tenderneſs, and benevolence; even 
for abandoned profligacy we ſhould always 
have our proper aſſiſtance, ready to act; we 
ſhould always have our tear of ſympathy, 
ready to ruſh into the eye. But if we meet 
with a mind, ſuſceptible, and amiable, by 
nature; brought, perhaps, into difficulties, 
and diſtreſſes, by the warmth of paſſion, and 
by unfortunate connexions ; yet exerting 
it's belt powers, in the moſt diſcouraging cir- 
cumſtances, on the moſt important objects; 
and never loſing ſight of, as never dead to 


the practice of virtue, our firſt good —if 


we do not uſe our utmoſt efforts, my Lord, 
to relieve, to elevate, to invigorate, ſuch a 
mind, we are, ourſelves, capital offenders 
againſt Heaven; and we betray a miſerable 
ignorance of what is due to the human con- 
ſtitution. If we do not act in ſuck a man- 
ner, in /uch inſtances, how dare we preſume 
to preach the doctrine, or to cite the ex- 
ample of our Lord, and Saviour; who ate, 
and drank, affably, and familiarly, with pub- 
licans, and finners ; who diſmiſſed the wo- 
man taken in adultery, with a gentle, and 
affectionate reproof; who prayed, with his 

expiring 
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expiring breath, for his inflexible mur- 
derers; and who aſſured the penitent thief 
upon the crols, that he ſhould be with him, 
in Paradiſe ? 


A biſhop of DR HAM, on account of his 
high ſtation, and great power, ſhould feel 
it incumbent on him to adopt the moſt 
liberal ſentiments, and the nobleſt conduct. 
What various, and effectual good might 
flow from the revenues of that ſce, if they 
were thrown into extenſive, and vigorous 
action, by one who had a large heart, and 
was animated by the ſpirit of the goſpel ! 
He would ſpurn the cold, and beaten rou- 
tine in which his predeceſſours walked. His 
charity would aſtoniſh it's objects; his gene- 
roſity, and attention to literary excellence, 
would mortify vulgar pride. To this ex- 
panſion, to this ſublimity of conduct, you 
are, diſtinttly, you are emphatically called 
by that Providence who hath raiſed you to 
your elevated ſtation. God requires of you; 
mankind have a right to require of you, not 
that mechanical, and paltry action, which 
is the reſult of unaſpiring, and ignoble pre- 
| cedent; 


E 


cedent; but thoſe unborrowed, ſpontane- 
ous, vigorous, and benign deeds, which 
flow from generous principles, from ardent 
ſentiments, from a ſecondary inſpiration. 
Small objects are ſeen with a paternal eye, 
by Heaven, which eſcape the ſupercilious 


view of man. If a ſparrow falls not to the 


ground, without the notice of the Deity, 
may not J urge my humble claim to your 
Lordſhip's attention? May not I intreat 
you, once more, to caſt my lot in a fair 
ground, that the beſt energies of my mind 
may have their natural, and elaſtick play ? 
And if you are blind to my injuries; if 
you are deaf to my remonſtrances ; if you 
turn a faſtidious ear to a noble ambition; 


whether 1s arrogance to be imputed to you, 
or me? 


But we cannot entertain very ſanguine 
hopes that we ſhall prevail with men to. att 
well, who do not ſeem to be at all acquainted 
with the extent of doing ill. If they neglect 
a perſon whom they ought to befriend, or 
if they treat his application to them with 
contempt, they fancy that they are perfectly 

innocent, 
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innocent, that they are altogether unac- 
countable to the ſufferer. But this negative 
determination operates very poſitively, in it's 
tendency, and effects. You counteract by 
it, as far as you are able, the moral economy 
of the Divine Being, who gave you power to 
do good to an unfortunate perſon ; and you 
are, therefore, probably, the cauſe of many 
future evils which may befall him. True vir- 
tue, and true religion, produce an attentive, 
an active, an indefatigable benevolence. 
But they who ſhould be the burning, and 
ſhining lights of our church, whether from 
ignorance, or from obduracy, pay no re- 
gard, in their practice, to this incontrovert- 
ible propoſition. So infatuated 1s their ſenſe 
of right, and wrong, that, at preſſing junc- 
tures, which call for peculiar ſpirit, and 
activity, they ſtand, torpidly, ſtill; with Ehe, 
to do well, is, to do nothing. At ſuch emer- 
gencies, as through the common tenour of 
their lives, their religion is Quietiſm; their 
morality is Diſcretion. 


This large truſt of beneficence, my Lord, 
is repoſed in you, while you are deſcending, 


faſt, 


8-3 


faſt, in the vale of years. The night, in 
whach no man can work, is approaching to 
vou, and me. For my part, I am deter- 
mined to loſe no time; I am determined to 
be aſſiduous, and indefatigable, in my ardu- 
ous, and honourable province. From my 
humble cell I ſhall hope to ſend forth, from 
time to time, intellectual productions, which 
may be of /ome ſervice to elegant literature, 
and to more important, and venerable truth. 
Your duty, my Lord, though extremely 
momentous, is eaſier than mine; and if a 
Biſhop may be lawfully impelled by vanity, 
it will, at leaſt, in the immediate act, make 
a more conſpicuous diſplay. After you 
have properly choſen your objects (a very 
eaſy choice, if your heart is good) you have 
only, from your palaces of luxury, and 
ſplendour, to be ready to diſtribute, willing 
to communicate. 7 


If it is ever in my power to publiſh my 
writings, collected, and in a proper form, 
I doubt not that my cotemporaries, and 
poſterity, will feel a generous reſentment, 
when they know that my literary exertions, 

in 
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in the cauſe of Chriſtianity, were totally 
diſregarded by thoſe whole immediate duty 
it was, to obſerve, and to reward, them; 
and that I might have been doomed, for 
life, to the moſt mortifying circumſtances, 
if my theological compolitions had not been 
honoured with the attention of a noble lay- 
patron, whole name will be co-eval with 
the future annals of ENGLAND; and I truſt, 
that when illiberal criticks, when more 
liberal prejudices are dead; when my hard 
fate is terminated, with my life, it will 
fufter no diſcredit by being mentioned in 


my page. 


Among the many inſtances of the admir- 
able moral economy, of the juſt judgements 
of the Supreme Being, even in this world, 
we may obſerve, that one conſequence of the 
poſſeſſion of enormous wealth, and power, 
is, that it frequently brings a deep lethargy, 
or a {tunning torpor on the underſtanding. 
That our rapacious land-holders, that 
our haughty SANHEDRIM, are not more 
alarmed than they really are, at this criſis, 
is a ſtriking mark of this almoſt unaccount- 


able 


( 89) 
able ſtupefattion. I will not pay them fo 


great, nor ſo erroneous a compliment, as 
to imagine that this inſenſibility proceeds 
from the dangerous ſecurity of an intrepid 
mind ; from that ſecurity which has proved 
fatal to the illuſtrious King of SWEDEN. 
It is but reaſonable to attribute it (and the 
concluſion is peculiarly applicable to the 
nature, and habitudes of a biſhop) rather to 
a ſlownels of penetration, which even their 
tottering intereſt cannot accelerate, than to 
that courage of which they are deſtitute, 
and which, fortunately for them, is not re- 
quired in a prieſt, Is thts, my Lord, a 
time, in which you ſhould deſpiſe, or affect 
to deſpiſe, the honeſt, and zealous advo- 
cates for the church of ExcLanD ?—thoſe 
men, who in defending it, can be influenced 
by no motives but thoſe of conſcience, and 
honour ?—thoſe men, who ſincerely admire, 
and venerate our ſacred eſtabliſhment, what- 
ever may be their opinion of our modern 
eccleliaſticks? A clergyman who writes 
with any accuracy, and ſpirit, in defence 
of the legal conſtitution of our church, im- 


phculy, my Lord, defends the large reve- 
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nues of the Sce of DuRHAM; to which a 
demolition is threatened by the Parnes, and 
the Prieſtleys of our times; thoſe ruſtick, 


and inſolent inwaders of all order, and deco- 


rum, civil, and religious. God forbid that 
we {hould ever fee, in our land, the anar- 
chy which prevails on the continent ; the 
political wreck which, at prefent, deforms 
the kingdom of FRANCE. I am far from 
thinking that we need no reform, at home: 
we need very much amendment ; and it 
might be effetted, purely by ſtrengthening, 
without, at all, injuring the conſtitution. 
Among other publick improvements, I hear- 
tily wiſh for abridgement to the finances of 
ſome biſhops, and humility to their minds. 
If the ſtate ſhould ſuffer an abſolute con- 
vulſion, which Heaven avert, that event 
will not have been unprovoked. After ſuch 
a cataſtrophe, our biſhops, my Lord, might, 
in one reſpect, be raiſed to a reſemblance 
of the apoſtles. I am impatient to ſolve my 
paradox; they might have all things in 
common. We cannot imagine a primitive 
ſituation that would give them more pain ; 
for it would be equally diſtreſsful to avarice, 

and 
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and to pride. But I would rather wiſh to 
ſee you perſuaded into a primitive ule of 
your wealth, and power, than compelled 
into their abolition. I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Vour Lordſhip's moſt obedient Servant, 
PERCIVAL STOCKDALE. 
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During our correſpondence, it, one day, came 
into my mind, that, by an interview with 
the biſhop, I maght poſſibly prevail with 
him to befriend me, and, conſequently, to 
prevent an explanation which would, in 


ſome degree, be driſagreeable to us both. 


Whale this thought impreſſed me, I ſent him 
the following ſhort letter :—the reader wil 
fee that he promiſed me a conditional in- 
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tervew ;—whach I thought it proper, as # 

will ltkewrſe be ſeen, to refuſe. j 

My Los, . i 

I HATE intruſion; and as your Lordſhip H 

©: ſeems not at all diſpoſed, by one truly no- 7 
ble, and Chriſtian act, to eſtabliſh my for- 4 
tune, my life ;——my reputation, as an au- M 


thour, and a clergyman, you may be aſ- 
F ſured 


(i: 


ſured that I do not eagerly aſk an inferiour 
favour. The juncture is, however, to my 
feelings, very important; whatever impreſ- 
lion it may have made on your Lordſhip. 
On account of this importance, I requeſt 
a ſhort interview with you, at what hour 
you ſhall be pleaſed to appoint, on Monday 
morning. From my eccleſiaſtical ſituation, 
I will not ſuppoſe that /s letter is written 
in vain: what would be equity to me, as 
a writer, I am afraid, you diſpute ; my cler1- 
cal ground you have, undoubtedly, atcer- 
tained. —Permit me to add, that the inter- 
view which I aſk, is not altogether indiffe- 
rent to you, I am, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient Servant, 


PERCIVAL STOCKDALE, 
Hungerford-Coffee-Houſe, 


Saturday morning, May 19, 1792. 


—— .... ——— ——- 


Cavendiſh Square, May 19, 1792. 

The Biſhop of DuRHAM preſents com- 
pliments to Mr. STOCKDALE, and will ſee 
him on Monday morning at eleven o'clock, 
provided he can prevail on Mr. JERNING- 
3 HAM 


I | 
!1aM to be preſent at the interview. Others. 
wile he begs to be excuſed. 


Hungerford Coffee-houſe, 
Monday Morning, May 21, 1792. 
My Loxo, 

Ox Saturday afternoon I received your 
card, in anſwer to a ſhort letter in which 
I had requeſted an interview with you.— 
I never met with ſo much unpoliteneſs as 
in my intercourſe with biſhops; therefore, 
as I hope, I am not a mean-ſpirited man, 
I can have no particular deſire to converſe 
with them. My friend, Mr. JexNINGHAM, 
gave me ſome account of what had paſſed 
between him, and your Lordſhip, concern- 
ing ue; I had only thought of waiting on 
you, in conſequence of my interview with 
/um : it ſeemed to me poſſible, and, indeed, 
but barely poſſible (ungenerouſly impreſſed 
as you were, againſt me) to remove ſome 
objections to my preferment in the North, 
which you had mentioned to that gentle- 


man. 1 flattered myſelf, in ſome degree, 


that the humble eloquence, and pathos of 


nature, and of truth, might operate equally 


in favour of my honeſt intereſt, and of your 
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true dignity of action. With an amiable 
credulity, and with a diſintereſted heart, 
(which now, therefore, ſeels itſelf extremely 
agoricved) I have given your Lordſhip un- 
merited encomiums; therefore I am not 
diſpoled, at preſent, to pay you one un- 
necellary. compliment: yet I am ſatisfied 
that if your nund had been left to it's own 
impulſe, and determination, your late treat- 
ment of me would have been different from 
what it has been ; and you would not have 
21/ulted me with your laſt card. I know 
that you are influenced againſt me; that 
you take the tone of your condutt toward 
me, from ſelfiſh, timorous, deſpicable ad- 
wilers; from men, whoſe inſolence riſes in 
exact proportion with their good fortune; 
and who thence infer that every other man 
will be aflected in the ſame manner. For 
my part, I am proudeſt, when I am moſt 
oppreiied ; and I verily believe that if I was 
a biſhop, I ſhould be the moſt extraordinary 
phenomenon that the world ever ſaw; I 
{ould be, all, hunulity.—To hold this lan- 
guage to you, and to your cabinet-council, 
13, to deſcant to a perſon born blind, on the 

beauties 


on 


beauties of the rain-bow. I am, at length, 


certain, that your Lordſhip's kindneſs will 
not teach me to be humble. 


Your card of Saturday informs me that 
you will ſee me, this morning, if I can pre- 
vail with Mr. Jexnivcnam to be preſent 
at the interview. Mr. JERNINGHAM is my 
ſincere friend, therefore he would certainly 
have done me that {mall favour. But though 
[ do not like to cavil, to except againſt tri- 
fles; I will ſubmit to an interview with no 
man, who ſo far forgets the gentieman in 
himſelf, as to imagine that I am not a gen- 
tleman :—T will not ſee you, my Lord, nor 
any potentate upon earth, on your terms; 
for they evidently imply, that you think me 
capable of miſrepreſenting the convertation 
that might pals between us. Indeed, I mould 
be afraid for myſelf; I ſhould apprehend en 
was poſſible that I mzght be a traitor to that 
confidence which is, every day repoled in 
us, in ſocial life, if I was mean enough tc 
accept your offer of an interview, on V917 
condition ;—you;and your caſuiſts, my Lord, 
have a very poor acquaintance with human 
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nature: between underſtanding, and ſen- 
timent, there is an intimate connexion; the 
energetick action of the heart expands, and 
exalts, it's weak pulſation ſhrivels, and de- 
baſes the mind. Our ſpecies, I acknow- 
ledge, are various, and deceitful ; yet they 
are not without their dec iſive characteriſ- 
ticks, An enlightened, and liberal judge of 
mankind, would never ſuſpect, that a man 
in my ſituation, who, at a trying juncture, 
wrote to a prelate with a ſpirit of abſolute 
independence, could give a falſe, and trea- 
cherous account of a private converſation: 
ſuch a man may have his faults, his vices, 
if you pleaſe; but they will be the vices of 
an open and ardent conſtitution; the vice 
which you moſt ungenerouſly ſuſpect that he 
may commit, he leaves to the reptiles who 
creep about your Lordſhip; to clerical ly co- 
phants, and detracters. 


J was viſiting Mr. JeRNINGHAM, when 
the wiſh aroſe in my mind, of waiting on 
your Lordſhip. That gentleman can aſſure 
you that I likewiſe expreſſed a with, that he 
might be preſent during our converſation : 

but 
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but he apprehended that his compliance 
with that requeſt would be intruſive on your 
Lordſhip. I thought that he, as a friendly 
auxiliary, might give ſtrength to my weak 
endeavours in my own cauſe, I have been 
ſo far from prevailing with him to be pre- 
ſent at an interview between your Lordſhip 
and me, that I have not ſpoken to him, nor 
ſeen him, ſince I received your card. But 
my own propoſal to him that he ſhould ac- 
company me to your Lordſhip, proves, that 
you have done me a groſs injury, in ſuſpect- 
ing that I could, with the blackeſt turpitude, 
abuſe the interview. From my motives, I 
ſhould have been proud to have had Mr. JzR- 
NINGHAM of the party; - from yours, I re- 
ject your propoſal, with a proper diſdain. 
Suppoſe, for a moment, my Lord, that 1 
ſtand, at fis time, on your ground, and you 
on mine : would you not think me very 
ungenerous, very unjuſt, if my breaſt en- 
dured ſuch a mean ſuſpicion of you, as your”s 
has, undoubtedly, harboured, of me? But 
what ſays the, golden, and well-known 
maxim of our practical religion? . Whatſo- 
* ever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 
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* do ye even ſo unto them: &c.” It is me- 
lancholy to reflect that it is often ſo neceſ- 
ſary to remind our ſpiritual ſuperiours of 
thoſe practical rules of Chriſtianity, which, 
if reduced to practice, would make a para- 
diſe of this miſerable world. 


A word, or two more, in ſupport of my 
drooping intereſt with your Lordſhip. —If 
you had beſtowed on me the living of 
HARTBURN, I {ſhould have made that vil- 
lage the place of my principal relidence ; 
I ſhould have been alliduous to diſcharge 
the duties of a pariſh-prieſt, which I muſt 
tell you, have been dear to my heart. I 
can ſacrifice much, I can riſk much, from 
gratitude, even health itſelf. Aſk the moſt 
reſpectable inhabitants of my two pariſhes; 
aſk Mr. BUR DON, who was kind enough 
to make ſome inquiries concerning me, 
when he paſſed through LesBury, how I 
diſcharged my duty, as a miniſter, while I 
reſided in NORTHUMBERLAND. If St. 
Paul gloried in his Chriſtian atchievements, 
when he was vilified, and oppreſſed by the 
Phariſees, of he day, permit me, my Lord, 

to 
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to bring my laudable deeds to your Lord- 
ſhip's eye, and to public view, while I am 
ſuffering all that modern perſecution dares 
to inflift on me. When I took my leave of 
the village of LEesBURy, I paſled through a 
lane that was formed by the poor, who 
preſſed my hand with all the ardour of 
affection; and repayed my attention to them 
with an ineſtimable recompence ; with their 
tears. My dear friend, Mr. CHARLES 
GREY of MoRRICK, near WARKWORTH, 
was a witnels to this intereſting ſcene. After 
the recital of this fact, will any cringing 
favourite of a biſhop ; will any dignitary of 
our church, preſume to aſperſe me, pre- 
ſume to cenſure me, as a miniſter of Chriſt ? 
II find that you, my Lord, in conferring 
your favours, are circumſpect, prudent, con- 
ſcientious, beyond example; but inner that 
I am, did you ever hear that any ſaint, 
whom you collated to a rich benefice, en- 
joyed my parochial honours, my luxury of 
woe ? 


I have not come to LoN DON, my Lord, 
to indulge myſelf in idleneſs, and diſſipation; 
| | but 
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but to actuate, enlarge, and improve my 
mind. For theſe purpoſes, it is neceſſary 
to be, ſometimes, in the capital;—and while 
they are my leading objects, inſtead of cri- 
ticizing my abode, here, you ſhould have 
made it eaſy, and in every way, eligible to 
me. You lay a peculiar ſtreſs on my reſi- 
dence; but my non-reſidence is a poor 
pretext for your witholding of your patron- 
age from me. Other clergymen of your 
dioceſe, do not reſide, and never w2/{ reſide, 
on their livings; beings who have no ſigni— 
ficance but that which they derive from 
their profeſſion, Mr. Dorus, who has 
one of the beſt livings in NOR THUMBER= 
LAND, never reſides at ELS DEN ;—yet I do 
not hear that you are particularly offended 
with is non-reſidence :I ſhould be glad 
to know what pretenſions /e has, to any ex- 
ception, to any particular exemption, 1n his 
favour :—have the biſhops of our times any 
reaſon to be partial to Frenchmen ? 


This letter will be accompanied by ano- 
ther, which I wrote on Wedneſday, before 


I thought of requeſting an interview with 
you, 
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you, and after I had juſtly apprehended 
that you would unpolitely, and abſurdly, 
neglett my long letter to you ; that letter 
will be printed more amply than as you re- 
ceived it; though your Lord{hip already 
knows me ſo well, that I am ſure you your- 
ſelf will allow that I kept not a particle of 
it in reſerve, from duplicity, or fear. 


If you, my Lord, and the publick, ſhould 
think that I have aſſumed a remarkably high 
tone, in my part of the correſpondence with 
which you have honoured me, I beg that you 
may do me the juſtice to aſcribe the elevation 
of my ſentiments, and language, not to my 
private, and perſonal pride, and reſentment; 
but to my ardent and glorious attachment to 
a great common caule. I yet expect, before 
I die, to break through the miſt with which 
envy, and malignity have long obſcured 
me, and to ſhine with the luſtre of a true 
poct. Sordid fouls, as I have obſerved, fink 
to the loweſt ſervility by diſtreſs; and Mat 
haughtineſs 15 rather to be admired than 
pardoned, with which ingenuous minds re- 
pell the inſolence, and oppreſſion of the 

world, 
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world. In my epiſtolary intercourſe with 
you, my Lord, I ſoon found, and I hope, I 
properly felt, that there was a kind of con- 
teſt between genius, and power; between 
ſome of the fineſt laws of nature, and the 
contemptible caprice of fortune.---There- 
fore I conſidered what was due to the dig- 
nity of the poetical character; and I have 
acted accordingly : of that character I ſhall 
be as jealouſly tenacious (eſpecially while I 
am extremely unfortunate) as Poet was, 
when he had an OxrorD, and a Borinc- 
BROKE at his devotion; and when he re- 
fuſed an interview that was offered him by 
a Prince. I contemplate the beatified ſpirit 
of that immortal man, and the ſhades of 
MiILTON, of DRYDEN, and of Vous, with 
rapture ;---and I att to you, as I ought ;--- 
look up my Lord, to heaven; look up to a 
SHANDERSON, a STILLINGFLEET, and a 
SHARP; and you will att with propriety, 
to mc. 
Jam, my Lord, 
your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient ſervant, 
PERCIVAL OTOCKDALE, 


(3-3 


N. B. My ultimate reſolution is invariably 
formed; therefore I defire you, I intreat 
you, my Lord, to deſpiſe wretched advice, 
and to act generouſly, on this occaſion, 


1 
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The following letter was written, but not ſent, 
before I requeſted an mtermnew with the 
biſhop ; before I thought of requeſting one. 
J ſent it mcloſed in the letter, that now 
immediately precedes it; in that of the 2 10 
of May ; after whach, therefore, it is, here 
fronted, though it is of a later date; and 
3 25 the laſt letter of thts collection. 


Hungerford-Coffee-Houſe, 
Wedneſday, May 16, 1792. 
My Loxp, e 
I THOUGHT it poſſible that, by this time, 
you might have made ſome return to the 
letter, which I delivered at your door, to 
your ſervant, on Monday morning. That I 
have had nokind of intelligence from you, in 
conſequence of that letter, I do not won- 
der ; 
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der; therefore I am not diſappointed. But 
I have no doubt that you were aſtoniſhed at 
peruſing it, and that it gave you a very 
ſtrong diſguſt againſt it's authour. It is ealy 
to account for your Lordſhip's ſurprize, and 
for my calm anticipation of your ſilence, 
Even men with cultivated, and elegant 
minds, too rarely {how that ſpirit, and frank- 
neſs, which they always ought to exert 
againſt artificial greatneſs, when 1t has been 
meanly inferred from their bad fortune that 
they might be treated ill; therefore my laſt 
letter was, probably, an entire novelty to 
your Lordſhip. If I had been fortunate, 
and popular, by a line, or two, I ſhould have 
gained my object; or, in other words, it, 
from the adverſity of my ſituation, I had 
not needed your generous deciſion in my 
favour, I might have expected, as a man 
converlant with the world, and with human 
nature, that you would, cheerfully, and 
politely, have granted my requeſt. With- 
out boaſting uncommon penetration, I faw 
the great probability of your preſent ſilence. 
---It flows from the nature of the caſe oper- 
ating upon your Lordſhip's nature.---Embar- 
raſlment 
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raſſment keeps you ſuſpended between right 
and wrong: and as original ſin adheres to 
to the beſt of us, that ſpecies of pride, which 
is ſometimes evident, even in a biſhop, may 
tend to incline you wrong; —if you had 
poſſeſſed the pride of a Cs AR, ora Scipio, 
thoſe great Pagans, you would, in the 
queſtion, which yet ſubſiſts between you 
and me, have, m a moment, determined 


right, 


After all that I have written to you, I 
ſhould not have troubled your Lordſhip 
with another letter, if I had not thought it 
incumbent on me, as a gentleman, expli— 
citly to communicate to you my reſolution, 
before I give it effect; as it is, yet, in your 
power, to ſtop it's progreſs, and completion. 
If you take no notice of this letter, I ſhall 
immediately publiſh to the world our whole 
correſpondence, with a preface that ſhall 
contain ſome pertinent remarks, and 1l- 
luſtrations. 


As, in this publication, I ſhall neither be 
actuated by vanity, nor reſentment ; but by 


what 
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what I think a neceſſary juſtice to myſelf, I 
ſhall commit our letters to the preſs, not 
without reluctance. My appeal, therefore, 
to the ſentiments of the unprejudiced, and 
ingenuous part of mankind, will fairly be 
imputed, not to the irritated, and vindictive 
ſpirit of one man; but to the cold, and in- 
flexible mind of another, 


We ſhall both have our partizans, my 
Lord, in this conflict. I ſometimes regret, 
that, by a long experience, I am ſo well ac- 
quainted with the human heart ; but your 
Lordſhip will, undoubtedly, have numbers, 
infinitely, on your ſide. For all thoſe will 
condemn me, who acknowledge no merit 
but ſucceſs ; no reprehenſible quality, which 
is not the companion of adverſity. Theſe 
Judges will very ſeverely, very clamorouſlly 
cenſure, my free, though proper expoſtula- 
tions with your Lordſhip; fortified, and 
adorned as you are, with riches, with rank, 
and with power ;---the expoſtulations of one, 
who 1s often obliged to retire from a tumul- 
tuous, and oppreſſive world, into himſelf, 
for his reſources, and his defence. But the 

1 juſtice 
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juſtice of his cauſe will be ſtrenuouſly, and 
glorioully maintained by thoſe who deſpiſe 
the tinſel, and the glare of life; whoſe 
judgements are refined, and exalted by ſen- 
ſibility ; who, frequently attend him to his 
retreat ; a retreat which they embalm with 
the ſigh, and conſecrate with the tear of 
ſympathy, and conſolation. You will have, 
under your banner, my Lord, an undiſci- 
plined, and effeminate hoſt; the {laviſh army 
of the Perſian monarch ;---a little compact, 
uncorrupted, and intrepid body of troops 
will take the field, under my ſtandard ; the 
flower of GREECE; the Argyraſprdes of 
ALEXANDER. 
I have the honour to be, 
my Lord, 
your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
PERCIVAL STOCKDALE. 
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N. B. Lapites, Lorps, and GENTLEMEN 
Ia not ſuch a novice to the world as 
not to know that I, with my profeſſion, and 
in my circumſtances, riſk the utmoſt aſpe- 
G rity 


1 
rity of your cenſure, for writing, and pub- 
liſhing theſe letters.---But when I aſſure 
you, that I am ambitious of your approba- 
tion, I am certain that you will beheve me. 
Therefore, if it had ſo happened, that 1 
had been a lay-gentleman (but the ſuppo- 
fition will be ſtill ſtronger, in my favour, 
if I had been a lay- lord) with a fortune of ten 
thouſand pounds a-year ; and if I had written 
to a biſhop, from any provocation, or from 
no provocation, in a ſtrain ſimilar to that by 
which this pamphlet is animated; be candid 
enough to conſider, that, in that cale, 1t 1s 
very poſſible, nay, it is very probable, that 
you would all have thought me a very 
clever, ſpirited, fine fellow.---But be ſo can- 
did, likewiſe, as to conſider, that we have 
often no real, moral right, to determine the 
nature, and character of human actions, 
from their concomitant externals ; and that 
in y preſent condutt, the common, and 
ungenerous mode of deciſion, ſhould be in- 
verted. For if, in perſuing it, I had been 
the affluent gentleman, or the nobleman 
whom Ihave imagined, I ſhould have fought, 
in perfect ſecurity, behind a rampart of gold; 
1 but 
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hut ſituated, and circumſtanced, as I om, 
I have taken the field, and I hope, I have 
maintained it, with ſome alacrity, with an 
honeſt, and manly truſt in my own proweſs; 
—therefore I wiſh, on a nobler foundation, 
for your ſupport, and applauſe. 
I have the honour to be, 
Ladies, Lords, and Gentlemen, 
your moſt obedient, 


and moſt devoted ſervant, 


PERCIVAL SrockpDALE. 
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APTEF EN DE Xo 


N Extract from a Poem entitled, « Poetical Thoughts, 

« and Views, on the Banks of the WEAR.“ Who- 
ever reads that Poem, and the Prefaces prefixed to it, may 
charge me with haſty, and inadvertent praiſe ; but he will 
acquit me of inſincerity, and adulation. 


NOR, in his daring ſallies for renown, 

Here, ſat DuRHam] will the bard expect the church's 
frown; 
If he hath, ſtill, been dangerouſly ſincere, 
What, now, to him, is earthly hope, or fear 
« He, in a Biſhop, too, deſert can ſpy,” 
Nor prejudice, nor flattery, taints his eyez 
But in ſeditious times, he's proud to feel 
An honeſt ardour for our common weal ; 
While real wolves, pretended ſaints, aſſail, 
With vulgar virulence, our facred pale, 
Hence, 
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Hence, 1 bright viſion, to the muſe is ſhown 
A candid glory, circling DuRHAu's & throne ; 
Hence 


»I read, a few days ago, PLUTAanc's treatiſe on the Greek 
monoſyllable EI, which was inſcribed on the front of the temple 
of APOLLO, at DELPHI. The very firſt paſſage of that treatiſe 
reminded me of my poetical tribute to the biſhop of DURHam. 


The paſſage is a remarkable one; and, therefore, I beg leave to 
quote it. 
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As it was a cuftom with Colonel Barre, when be quoted modern 
foreigners, in the Houſe of Commons, very conſiderately, and po- 
litely, to tranſlate: the French paſſage, or maxim, or anecdote, for 
the benefit of the country-gentlemen ; I am ſure that many of our 


clerical gentlemen, both in town, and country, will not think me 


impertinent, if I tranſlate my old Greek quotation, for their eaſe, 
and ſatisfaftion, | 


& I lately 
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Hence is ſhe proud for BARRINGTON to claim 
A place diſtinguiſhed in the roll of fame; 


Nor 


* I lately read ſome good verſes, my friend SaRAaP1O, which, 25 
*© DicAarCHUs ſuppoſes, were addreſſed by EUR1PIDES to Ax 
* CHELAUS, In theſe verſes are the following lines: 


* As honour never crowns a poor man's gift, 
« I'll not preſume to offer aught to thee, 
The charge of folly, or of ſelſiſnneſs 
« I'll equally avoid; my trifling preſent, 
Acute malignity would ſoon diſcover, 
* Requeſted, tacitly, ſoine large return. 


« For, intr-th, a ſmall preſent to a perſon of great affluence, from a 
„very limited ſtore, will not be very perſuaſive, to conciliate eſteem, 
and gratitude. As it will not be believed, that the gift was diſin- 
*« tereitcd, the giver will incurr the cenſure of illiberality, and depra- 
« vity of mind. But as all the treaſures of pecuniary wealth are in- 
finitely excelled by the rich endowments of reaſon, and wiſdom, it is 
glorious to make preſents from theſe noble poſſeſſions; it is glorious 
to expect, or to demand, the equivalent of thoſe preſents, in return. 
J, therefore, ſend to you, and, conſequently, to your learned friends, 
© my ſentiments on a PYTHIAN myſtery ;---an humble offering, for 
« which, I own, 1 expett to be requited with much valuable infor- 
« mation; as you are inhabitants of a great city; and as you have 
that leiſure which I want, to perſue your ſtudies, and to enjoy phi- 
4 Joſophical converſation.” 


[ apprehend that the biſhop was impreſſed with all thoſe unfavourable 
ideas of a poetical gift, which are expreſſed in my paſſage trom PLU- 
rakch. He ſeems to have ſuſpected that the tribute which I payed to 
kim was dilated by ſome ſelfiſh motive; and he ſeems to have valued 
it as other poetry will always be eſtimated by thoſe who have no taſte 
{or productions of the underſtanding, and imagination, 


It 
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Not timorouſly aſhamed to bid her lays 
Flow in juſt unifon with publick praiſe ; 

So ſhall he reach, if but inſpired ſhe ſings, 
A height ſublimer than the choice of kings. 


You, but a few, 1 hope, with ſuilen phlegm, 
Who the gay lives of young divines condemn 
Who, in the church of Chrift exalted high, 
Ne'er view his deeds with emulation's eye 
Who, from fine ſenſibility of heart, 

Require the Dutchman's coarſe, mechanick part 
If through your acts as mean a tenour runs 

As operas, and perfumes, as hounds, and guns; 
My verſe with temper evangelick hear; 

Turn, for a moment, the faſtidious ear 


If I was totally inſenſible to my intereſt, I ſhould be a fool; but 
the ſpirit, and tendency of all my dedications, of all my writings 
of the poem from which I have taken theſe en tracts, and of the two 
prefaces to that poem z the contents of this pamphlet, too, will con- 
vince every liberal reader that I am incapable of mean adulation; that 
I expected not, as I do not, now, expect a ſubſtantial favour from 
any of my ſuperiours in the church; and that, therefcre, the honour- 
able poetical mention which I have made of the Biſhop of DUR nam, 
was the pure offering of an honeſt, and independent mind. I am 
even more diſintereſted than the ſage, and amiable PLUTARCH, We 
are authorized by his opinion, and by his example, to expect, to require 
literary retributions for our literary communications : He avowed his 


expectation of ſuch requitals, to his learned cotemporaries, and cor- 
reſpondents. 


But I declare, that, when, in my capacity of an au- 
thour, J made fome little preſents to the Biſhop of Dur: am, I had 


not the fainteſt hope of any returns, from his Lordſhip, of a ſimilar 
Kind, in verſe, or proſe, 


(While, 


: 
: 
: 
| 


„ 


(While, in religion's cauſe, my fancy flows) 
From ſlaves who lull you with their ſleepy proſe. 
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Would you employ a ſalutary power? 
Survey yourſelves ;—your Gop ;—in ſilent hour, 
Humbly look down on deſpicable pride; 
Nobly loo! up to our celeſtial guide; 
Healer vine of body, and of mind; 
The Lord, and yet the friend, of human kind; 
Whoſe penetration « knew what was in man ;” 
Hence, he was lenient our defects to ſcan ; 
Attentive, hence, our blooming hopes to guard; 
To give our merit more than it's reward: _ 
To guilt He deigned, averſe from frown ſevere, 
His heavenly comfort, and his heavenly tear. 


Perhaps theſe verſes might advantage bear 
To ſome who fit enthroned in Mosss' chair; 
If holy wealth would generouſly refine, 

Nor ſpurn the doctrine of a poor divine. 


But would you (as ITHURIEL,* with his ſpear, 
Struck the dire toad, at Eve's invaded ear) 
Probe, with your ſearching pen, the mind's diſeaſe, 
Tune fickly frame ſalubrious truths diſpleaſe, 
Howe'er adorn'd, from fancy's moral ſtore; 
For « touch” but guilt, “ no miniſter ſo ſore.” 


, | But ſhould my liberal ſtrain no manners mend, 
Our worthy prelate it ſhould ne'er offend; 


# See Paradiſe Loſt, B. iv. L. 810. 


— 


en 
In adamantine panoply, his breaſt, 
From wholeſome ſatire feels perpetual reſt: 


For, ſure, omniſcient Heaven the life approves 
Of him, whom LanspDowne hates, and V1kTUE loves. 


An Extract from my © Poctical Thoughts, and Views, 
« on the Banks of the WEAR, which cloſes the Poem. 


MAKER of heaven, and earth! of human kind! 
Of univerfe the parent, ſource of MIND! 
Hence, may my age expunge the faults of youth, 
Devoted firmly to the cauſe of truth! _ 

Not to thoſe truths, alone, which lead to fame; 
To write ſtrong verſe; to argue; to declaim 
But to that truth, by which, in life, we ſhow 
Thy beauteous moral government, below : 

That government, by whoſe benign controul, 
We keep the body ſubject to the ſoul ; 

Beneath whoſe power, our happineſs is wrought, 
By virtuous action, and exalted thought. 


May I, by temperance, live exempt from pain, 
And health, vivacity, and glory gain; 
And while the muſe's pure, ethereal ray 
My night illumines, and adorns my day 
And while the ſocial hour propitious blends 


A few ſelect, and literary friends; 
Or, 
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Or, by the influence of the virtuous fair, 
Breathes through my verſes a diviner air; 
Content ſhall ſoothe me, ſhould no titled dame 
Pronounce me foremoſt in the liſts of fame; 
Should no factitious bliſs my life beguile; 
The ſplendid circle, and the courtly ſmile. 
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Unvexed with envy, let me ſtill behold 
All the deluſive magick wrought by gold; 
It's baubles rattle, and it's tinſel ſhine z 
While nature's amphitheatre is mine. 


Oft, in a vernal morn, with early dawn, 
Let my ſteps bruſh the dew-drops from the lawn; 
See Sol's majeſtick orb, with orient ray, 
Riſe, mount, and flame, and dart more vigorous day. 
The little, active lark, inhales his fire, 
It's note preluding nature's: grateful choir; 
Melodious warblers carol all around; 
An ancient foreſt multiplies the ſound ; 
With ftronger fluſh the red carnation blows ; 
A livelier tint adorns each opening roſe; 
With glowing colours fragrant odours vie 
Creation watts it's incenſe to the ſky! 


When 
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When the day's ardour, with it's toil, is o'er, 


The ſun deſcending to the weſtern ſhoar ; 


When fight, uninjured, meets his gentle rays, 
* « Shorne of their” fiercer « beams, of noon-tide blaze; 


When with his calmer fires the mind is bleſt, 
And ſinks, in pleaſing ſympathy, to reſt ; 
When deeper ſhades diſmiſs the parting day; 
Let me the majeſty of night ſurvey. 


See from the Eaſt, the placid, & peerleſs Queen” | 


Emerging, bids us read the ſolemn ſcene! 
Hail, heavenly monitor, refulgent moon! 
To me ſtill dearer than the god of noon |! 
Higher and higher, now, behold her riſe, 
And ſilver all the azure of the ſkies; 
The ſweet enthuſiaſt ſays, or ſeems to ſay 
(She ſhoots an argument in every ray) 
Can I, oh! man, can all our ſyſtem ſhine, 
And move harmonious, but by power Divine! 
In the rapt ſoul her eloquence we feel; 
While filence liſtens to her fair appeal ! 


Celeſtial apparatus! While the muſe 
Your dread magnificence, your beauty views; 
How even ſhall candour ſoften my diſdain 
Of trifles which attract the thoughtleſs train! 
Muſt T not villas, palaces, deſpiſe, 


That charm, and ſicken, vulgar, envious eyes! 


Yes, all theſe childiſh toys of tortured art, 


« Play round the head, but ne'er affect the heart ;” 


„ Shorne of his Beams,“ is an expreſſion of MILTON, 
A SANDBY's, 
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„ 
A * SAN DRx's, and a BRowN's ingenious plan, 
Direct my thoughts to terminate in man: 
While Phcebe, ſailing in her orient car; 
The ſtrong theology of every ſtar 


The foliage of the grove, of every tree, 
Of every flower, preſents my Gop to me / 


Mr. SAN DBT of Wind/or-Park; a gentleman equally well. 
known as a maſterly architect, and as a man of amiable manners, 


and of a friendly heart. 
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PERCIVAL STOCKDALE. 


PotTicar, Tranſlation of Taſſo's Aminta.— 
Davies, Great-Ruſlell-ſtreet, Covent Garden, 
gs. 6d, 


2. Life of Waller. Davies, 1s. 6d. 


3. A Tranſlation of Lambert Bos's Greek Antiquities. 
Davies, gs. 


1. 


4. The Poet: a Poem. Flexney, Corner of Southamp- 
ton Buildings, Holborn, 28. 6d. 


5. Three Diſcourſes. Flexney, 25. 


6. A Tranſlation of Sabbathier's Inſtitutions, Manners, 
and Cuſtoms of the Ancient Nations, 2 vol. Becket, 


Pall-Mall, 128. 


7. Letters between Lord Rivers, and Sir Charles Cardi- 
gan; tranſlated from the French of Madame Ricco- 
boni, 2 vol. Becket, 6s. 


15. 6d, 


9. Poetical Excurſions in the Iſle of Wight. Conant, 
| Fleet-ſtreet, 28s. Gd. 


10. An Inquiry into the Nature, and genuine Laws of 
Poetry; including a particular Defence of the 
Writings, and Genius of Mr. Pope. Conant gs. 


{ 8. An Elegy on the Death of a Lady's Linnet. Davies, 


[ 11. Six Diſcourſes. Deighton. Holborn, gs. 
ſ 12, Miſcellanies in Proſe, and Verſe. Flexney, gs. 


q 13. Seventeen Sermons; on important and intereſting 
Subjects. Deighton, 6s. | 
| 14. An 
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14. An Examination of the important Queſtion, whether 
Education, at a great School, or by private Tuition, 
is preferable. Dodiley, Pall-Mall, 2s, 

15, Three Poems; viz. 1. Siddons; 2. A Poetical Epiſtle 
to Sir Aſhton Lever. g. An Elegy on the Death 
of a Young Officer of the Army. Flexney, 1s. 6d. 


16. Ximenes: a Tragedy. Faulder, Bond Street, 18. 6d, 
17. Eight Sermons, Deighton, 5s. 
18, Thirteen Sermons to Seamen, Deighton, Holborn, 38. 


19. A Letter to Granville Sharp, Eſq. on the Slave Trade, 
Vernon, Birchin-lane ; Egertons, Charing-crols ; 
| Clarke, Bond-ſtreet, 1s, 
20. Poctical Thoughts, and Views, on the Banks of the 
Wear. Vernon ; Egertons; Clarke, 2s. 6d. 


N. B. Time has made great changes ſince moſt of theſe 
productions were publiſhed by their reſpe&ive bookſellers. 
I defire, therefore, that they, who wiſh to purchale any of 
the books, which I have, here, ſpecified, and which they 
cannot eaſily procure, may apply for them to Mr, Ridg- 
way, York Strect, St, James's Square. 


